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Part I  

This course “International Maritime Law” is a subject that has its moorings from 

ancient times, even within the Asian context. The subject involves study of some of 

the basic issues relating to admiralty courts and their jurisdictions, maritime liens, 

insurance, civil liability, compensation schemes, some criminal sanctions, limitations 

on liability, rescue and search, salvage operations, maritime security issues such as 

piracy, drug trafficking, maritime terrorism and the like. Effort will largely be to 

study these aspects with specific focus on the available South Asian domestic legal 

frameworks relating to maritime law. It should be noted that majority of the South 

Asian countries are parties to several of the maritime conventions adopted under the 

auspices of the International Maritime Organizations and its predecessor the 

International Maritime Consultative Organization (IMCO). The focus of the course 

will be on the study of these international conventions that are crucial to the countries 

of South Asia and examine as to how these countries have responded to the 

implementation of the maritime standards that have been negotiated within these 

conventions. The course also will attempt to examine some of the domestic cases 

within South Asia that have had impact on the development of maritime law in the 

region. At attempt will also be made to understand the institutional structure that 

exists within South Asia with regard to the regulation of maritime regime. 

Part II - Course Aims 

The Course on the “International Maritime Law” that is being offered for LL.M 

students will, inter alia, have the following objectives:  

 To understand the historical development of the subject leading to the 

adoption of various conventions under the auspices of the IMCO, 

IMO, IOC and other international organizations; 

 To study the jurisprudence that has developed involving British courts, 

Indian courts and those of the South Asian region; 

 To equip students with a general understanding of legal issues 

involved in the subject which involves an interface with municipal law, 

international law and also rules of private international law. 

 



Part III – Evaluation criteria 

Detailed information on the evaluation structure.  FLS has been adopting a three level 

evaluation process 

- mid-semester 

- end-semester 

- term paper   

Part IV 

Week 1  History of the development of maritime law 

The week will engage students in a general discussion and debate on the historical 

evolution of regulation of maritime affairs.  

Week 2 & 3 Nature, content and jurisdiction under Admiralty Law 

The week at hand would discuss issues relating to definition of ships, modes 

jurisdiction (in rem and in personam), maritime claims, liens, sovereign immunity 

cases under British law and those of South Asian countries (subject to availability of 

material on case laws). 

 Week 4 & 5   Role of international organizations in the development of maritime 

law  

The week would involve an introduction to the work of organizations such as United 

Nations Conference on Trade and Development (UNCTAD), United Nations 

Commission on International Trade Law (UNCITRAL), Convention and Operating 

Agreement on the International Maritime Satellite Organization (INMARSAT) and 

the International Maritime Committee (Comite Maritime International) and their 

contribution to the development of the subject.  

Week 6 & 7 International Conventions relating to Maritime Law 

The week will discuss various international conventions relating to international 

maritime law with specific focus on South Asia. 

 

 



Mid-semester examination 

 

Week 7 & 8 Maritime Security 

The topic for the week will involve studying some of major security issues in the 

Indian Ocean region. These include the threats of piracy, hijacking, human 

trafficking, terror, drugs trade in the region and the larger issue of the Indian Ocean as 

a zone of peace. Treaties such the BIMSTEC Convention on Cooperation in 

Combating International Terrorism, Organized Crime, and Illicit Drug Trafficking, 

SAARC Convention on Combating Regional Terrorismand other agreements will be 

studied. 

 

Week 9 International law on Salvage 

The week at hand would concentrate on the historical development of the law of 

salvage. More particularly emphasis would be placed on studying the 1989 Salvage 

Convention, which replaced the Brussels Convention for the Unification of Certain 

Rules of Law relating to Assistance and Salvage at Sea, 1910. Important principles of 

salvage such as danger, future danger, voluntary services, no cure-no pay, salvage 

agreements and relevant cases would be discussed. 

 

Week 10 Maritime Traffic 

Issues discussed would include protection of submarine cables, facilitation of 

maritime traffic, recognizing right of flag states having no sea coast, right to transit in 

countries having no sea coast, code of conduct for liner conferences, international 

cooperation for rational use of telecommunications, breadth of contiguous zone, 

delimitation of contiguous zone between neighbouring states, juridical control of 

coastal State, classification of punitive and preventive control, doctrine of hot pursuit. 

Special features of the South Asian countries’ practice will be discussed.  

Week 11 Protection of the Marine Environment  

During the week at hand issues discuss, among others will include: sources of 

pollution, international legal framework regulating marine pollution, pollution from 

ships (MARPOL 73/78 and other instruments), pollution emergencies, liability for 



pollution damage, oil pollution incidents (Torrey Canyon, Amoco Cadiz, Exxon 

Valdez, Brent Spar and others). 

Week 12 Marine Claims and Insurance 

 

The week will look at: origin of the concept of marine insurance, modern definition of 

marine insurance, types of marine insurance, sources of law, leading insurance 

markets, contracts of indemnity, maritime reinsurance, disclosure good faith and 

representations and study of some marine insurance legislations. 
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