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Talk title: "Is South Asia Regionalism Relevant?"

Abstract. 
Whether one likes the term "South Asia" or not, the region is a set of contiguous
countries. Globally, in prosperous regions, neighbors engage deeply with each
other, but South Asian neighbors are still hesitant to do that. A fragmented
approach to economic cooperation leads to suboptimal development outcomes
for every country in South Asia. The talk will explore different dimensions of
cross border economic engagement, and the opportunities that the global "China
plus one quest." is presenting to the region. 

CV
Sanjay Kathuria is a Visiting Senior Fellow in the Centre for Social and
Economic Progress. He has a vast experience of more than 40 years and is
recognised as a pre-eminent thinker and commentator on economic development,
growth and integration in South Asia. His research interests and writings have
focused on South Asia, economic growth and development, industrial policy and
competitiveness, trade and globalisation, regional integration, the economics
of small states, and gender issues, among others. He teaches in both the US and
India, as Adjunct Professor, Georgetown University, and Visiting Faculty,
Ashoka University. He is also a Non-Resident Senior Fellow at the Institute of
South Asian Studies at the National University of Singapore and a Global
Fellow at the Wilson Centre in Washington, DC. He was a Lead Economist at the
World Bank in Washington, DC, where he spent 27 years working on South Asia,
Latin America and the Caribbean, and Eastern Europe, including field
assignments in New Delhi and Dhaka. Before joining the World Bank, he was a
Fellow at the Indian Council for Research on International Economic Relations
in New Delhi, from 1982 to 1992. Apart from many books and reports published at
the World Bank, his writings have featured in Foreign Policy, Hindustan Times,
The Indian Express, The Wire, Daily FT (Sri Lanka), Business Standard, among
others. He is currently working on a new book on The Future of South Asia.
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