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South Asian University 

Faculty of Legal Studies 

2025 

1. Department: NA 

2. Faculty: Legal Studies 

3. Course Code: LW… 

4. Course Title: Comparative Criminal Justice System in South Asia (Introduction to South 

Asia) 

5. Number of Credits: 02 

6. Instructor: Dr Balram Prasad Raut 

7. Course Objectives: 

The objectives of the course are to fulfil one of the requirements of the Master’s Degree. The 

students will be able to understand the nature of crime and criminals and their classification as 

well. They will also be acquainted with the knowledge of the nature and scope of criminal justice 

system in South Asian Nations. Further the information on nature of criminal law will also be 

provided. In addition to that the administration of criminal justice system and jurisdictions of the 

courts of South Asian nations shall also be discussed. The objective of the course is also to provide 

the information of investigation, prosecution and adjudication of criminal cases.  

8. Outcome 

At the end of the course the students will be able to understand the criminal justice system of the 

South Asia in particular and criminal justice system in general which will enable them to 

acknowledge the system of criminal justice. 

9. Minimum prerequisites for taking this course, if any: Bachelor Degree in any 

Discipline 

 

10. Course Structure with units if applicable: 
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   Week 1 & 2 

Unit 1- Criminal Justice System 

Conceptual Understanding of the Criminal Justice Administration and Criminal Justice System; 

Common (Adversarial) Legal System and Civil/Continental (Inquisitorial) Legal System and their 

characteristics  

 

Week 3  

Unit 2- Crime and Criminal Law 

Meaning and Nature of Crime and Criminal Law; Classification of Crime 

 

Week 4 & 5  

Unit 3- Principles of Natural Justice 

Nemo judex in causa sua and Audi alteram parterm; Principle of Res-Judicata/ Double jeopardy/ 

Ne bis in idem; Presumption of innocence; Right to Counsel; Principles of ex-post facto law 

 

Week 6 & 7 

Unit 4- Constitutional and Legal Provisions of South Asia 

Constitutions of South Asia 

The Constitution of Islamic Republic of Afghanistan 2004; Constitution of the People’s Republic 

of Bangladesh 1972; Constitution of the Kingdom of Bhutan 2008; Constitution of India; 

Constitution of the Republic of Maldives 2008; Constitution of Nepal; The Constitution of Islamic 

Republic of Pakistan 1973; The Constitution of the Democratic Socialist Republic of Sri Lanka 

1978 

Criminal Laws of South Asia 

Penal Code 2017 of Afghanistan; Penal Code 1860 of Bangladesh; Penal Code 2004 of Bhutan; 

Bhartiya Nyaya Samhit 2023 and Code of Criminal Procedure 1973 of India; Penal Code 2014 of 

Maldives; Muluki Penal Code 2017 and Muluki Criminal Procedure Code 2017 of Nepal; Penal 

Code 1883 of Sri Lanka 

 

Week 8 & 9 

Unit 5- International Instruments  
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Universal Declaration of Human Rights, 1948; International Covenant on Civil and political Rights 

1966; Convention against Torture and Other Cruel, Inhuman or Degrading Treatment or 

Punishment; Second Optional Protocol to the International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights, 

aiming at the abolition of the death penalty 

 

Week 10 & 11 

Unit 6- Investigation, Prosecution and Adjudication 

Role of Police, Public Prosecutors and the Courts in the Administration of Criminal Justice 

 

Week 12 

Unit 7: Courts hierarchy 

Ordinary courts; Special Courts Jurisdiction: Ordinary jurisdiction; Extra-ordinary 

jurisdiction/Writ jurisdiction; Judicial Review and Review of case 

 

Select Readings 

Basic Readings 

K. Jaishankar, (1st Ed.), Routledge Handbook of South Asian Criminology (New York: Routledge, 

2020). 

Shahid M. Shahidullah (eds), Crime, Criminal Justice, and the Evolving Science of Criminology 

in South Asia: India, Pakistan, and Bangladesh (Palgrave Advances in Criminology and Criminal 

Justice in Asia 2017). 

 

Supplementary Readings 

Dr Balram Prasad Raut and Diwakar Bhatta, Text Book of Criminal Law: Theory and Practice 

(Pairavi Book House, Kathmandu, 2021).  

 

Balram Prasad Raut Raut, and Chuadhary, Newal, Comparative Criminal Law: Cases and 

Materials (Mission Legal Service, Kathmandu, 2024). 
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Balram Prasad Raut, “Comparative Analysis of Muluki Criminal Procedure Code, 2074 (2017): 

Opportunities and Challenges of Implementation”, 15 NJA L.J. (2021). 

 

Hussain M. Fazlul Bari, ‘Evolution of the criminal justice system in Bangladesh: colonial legacies, 

trends and issues’, Commonwealth Law Bulletin (2019), 45:1, 25-46, DOI: 

10.1080/03050718.2019.1681285 

 

J.C. Adam & J.C Adam., Criminal Investigation: A Practical Textbook for Magistrates, Police 

Officers and Lawyers (2nd Ed.), London: Sweet & Maxwell, 1934.  

 

K.K. Mishra, Police Administration in Ancient India, (Delhi: Mittal Publication 1987.) 

 

Ludo Rocher, Ancient Hindu Criminal Law (Cambridge University Press 2013) 

 

Muhammad Mahbubur Rahman, Criminal sentencing in Bangladesh: from colonial legacies to 

modernity (Leiden: Brill Nijhoff, 2017).  

 

Mahfuzul I. Khondker and Eric G. Lambert, Crime and Punishment in Bangladesh, The 

Encyclopedia of Crime and Punishment, First Edition, in Wesley G. Jennings (Eds), (John Wiley 

& Sons, 2016).  DOI: 10.1002/9781118519639.wbecpx018 

 

Richard Robert Cherry, Lectures on Growth of Criminal Law in Ancient Communities (London: 

McMillan, 1890) 

 

Sukla Das, Crime and Punishment in Ancient India (New Delhi: Abhinav Publication, 1977) 

 

Sadiya S. Silvee and Ximei Wu ‘Death Penalty in South Asia: A Comparative Study between India 

and Bangladesh’ (Zhengzhou University, China Journal of Asian and African Studies) 

 

Shaila Alam Asha ‘Decolonizing criminal law: a critical appraisal’, Commonwealth Law Bulletin, 

2019 DOI: 10.1080/03050718.2019.1669061 
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Shajed Akther and Rohaida Binti Nordin, ‘Equality of Arms: A Fundamental Principle of Fair Trial 

Guarantee Developed by International and Regional Human Rights Instruments’, 1 LNS(A) lii 

(2014).  

 

The Constitution of Islamic Republic of Afghanistan 2004 

Constitution of the People’s Republic of Bangladesh 1972 

Constitution of the Kingdom of Bhutan 2008 

Constitution of India 

Constitution of the Republic of Maldives 2008 

Constitution of Nepal 

The Constitution of Islamic Republic of Pakistan 1973 

The Constitution of the Democratic Socialist Republic of Sri Lanka 1978 

 

 


