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1. Department: NA
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4. Course Title: Comparative Criminal Justice System in South Asia (Introduction to South
Asia)
5. Number of Credits: 02

6. Instructor: Dr Balram Prasad Raut

7. Course Objectives:

The objectives of the course are to fulfil one of the requirements of the Master’s Degree. The
students will be able to understand the nature of crime and criminals and their classification as
well. They will also be acquainted with the knowledge of the nature and scope of criminal justice
system in South Asian Nations. Further the information on nature of criminal law will also be
provided. In addition to that the administration of criminal justice system and jurisdictions of the
courts of South Asian nations shall also be discussed. The objective of the course is also to provide

the information of investigation, prosecution and adjudication of criminal cases.
8. Outcome

At the end of the course the students will be able to understand the criminal justice system of the
South Asia in particular and criminal justice system in general which will enable them to

acknowledge the system of criminal justice.

9. Minimum prerequisites for taking this course, if any: Bachelor Degree in any

Discipline

10. Course Structure with units if applicable:



Week 1 & 2
Unit 1- Criminal Justice System
Conceptual Understanding of the Criminal Justice Administration and Criminal Justice System;
Common (Adversarial) Legal System and Civil/Continental (Inquisitorial) Legal System and their

characteristics

Week 3
Unit 2- Crime and Criminal Law

Meaning and Nature of Crime and Criminal Law; Classification of Crime

Week 4 & 5
Unit 3- Principles of Natural Justice
Nemo judex in causa sua and Audi alteram parterm; Principle of Res-Judicata/ Double jeopardy/

Ne bis in idem; Presumption of innocence; Right to Counsel; Principles of ex-post facto law

Week 6 & 7

Unit 4- Constitutional and Legal Provisions of South Asia

Constitutions of South Asia

The Constitution of Islamic Republic of Afghanistan 2004; Constitution of the People’s Republic
of Bangladesh 1972; Constitution of the Kingdom of Bhutan 2008; Constitution of India;
Constitution of the Republic of Maldives 2008; Constitution of Nepal; The Constitution of Islamic
Republic of Pakistan 1973; The Constitution of the Democratic Socialist Republic of Sri Lanka
1978

Criminal Laws of South Asia

Penal Code 2017 of Afghanistan; Penal Code 1860 of Bangladesh; Penal Code 2004 of Bhutan;
Bhartiya Nyaya Samhit 2023 and Code of Criminal Procedure 1973 of India, Penal Code 2014 of
Maldives; Muluki Penal Code 2017 and Muluki Criminal Procedure Code 2017 of Nepal; Penal
Code 1883 of Sri Lanka

Week 8 & 9

Unit 5- International Instruments



Universal Declaration of Human Rights, 1948; International Covenant on Civil and political Rights
1966; Convention against Torture and Other Cruel, Inhuman or Degrading Treatment or
Punishment; Second Optional Protocol to the International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights,

aiming at the abolition of the death penalty

Week 10 & 11
Unit 6- Investigation, Prosecution and Adjudication

Role of Police, Public Prosecutors and the Courts in the Administration of Criminal Justice

Week 12
Unit 7: Courts hierarchy
Ordinary courts; Special Courts Jurisdiction: Ordinary jurisdiction; Extra-ordinary

jurisdiction/Writ jurisdiction; Judicial Review and Review of case
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