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Course Title: Law and Development
Course Code: LW

Course instructor: Prof. Camena Guneratne
Course Duration: One Semester (4th)
Credit Units: 4

Medium of Instruction: English

Prerequisites: Nil

Precursors: Nil

Equivalent Courses: N/A

Course objectives:

The objective of this course is to review the evolving theories of development and the role of
national laws and legal institutions, and international law, in sustainable development. It also
aims to help students understand the relationship between law and social and economic
development. The course will make this analysis in the context of gender and engendering
development.

By the end of this course students should:

e Understand the inter related dimensions of law, gender, andsocial and economic
development.

e Obtain an overview of the evolving theories of development and understand the discourse on
sustainable development

e Understand the role of national laws and legal institutions in sustainable development and
their interface with International Law, Policies and Institutions relevant to sustainable
development.

e The impact of sustainable development on Gender relations, and the role of law and legal
institutions in engendering development.

e Understand the implications of globalisation and migration for engendered sustainable
development.

Course Evaluation Pattern
The evaluation is based on mid-term and end-term examinations (40 marks each). The evaluation
also includes a research paper writing effort examined for 20 marks.

Structured course programme with units:
12 units, arranged into 12 weeks of teaching and three weeks of assessment



Weeks 1 and 2
Theories of Development includingon gender and development, and Sustainable
Development, from a historical perspective

Recommended Reading;:
1. Katie Willis - Theories and Practices of Development, Routledge 2005

2. Robert B. Seidman - Law and Development: A General Model, Law & Society Review, Vol. 6,
No. 3 (Feb., 1972), pp. 311-342

3. Yong-Shik Lee, General Theory of Law and Development, 50 CORNELL INT'l L.J. 415 (Fall
2017).

Weeks 3 and 4
A Discussion of Sustainable Development, the Rights Based Approach to Sustainable
Development and the Sustainable Development Goals

Recommended Reading;:

1. Andrea Cornwall and Celestine Nyamu-Musembi - Putting the 'Rights-Based Approach' to
Development into Perspective, Third World Quarterly, Vol. 25, No. 8 (2004), pp. 1415-1437

2. Offenheiser, R. C., & Holcombe, S. H. (2003). Challenges and Opportunities in Implementing a
Rights-Based Approach to Development: An Oxfam America Perspective. Nonprofit and
Voluntary Sector Quarterly, 32(2), 268-301. https:/ /doi.org/10.1177/0899764003032002006

Weeks 5 and 6
The role of law and legal institutions in sustainable development

Recommended Reading;:

1. Davis and Trebilcock - The Relationship between Law and Development - Optimists v.
Skeptics (2008) 56 American Journal of Comparative Law 895

2. Michael Decleris, The Law of Sustainable Development, General Principles - A report
produced for the European Commission

3. David M. Trubek, Law and Development in the Twenty-first century, in McAlinn & Pejovic
eds, Law and Development in Asia (Routledge 2011)

Weeks 7 and 8
The interface between sustainable development and gender relations and the role of law and
legal institutions in engendering Sustainable Development

Recommended Reading;:


https://doi.org/10.1177/0899764003032002006

Valeria Esquivel & Caroline Sweetman (2016) Gender and the Sustainable Development Goals,
Gender & Development, 24:1, 1-8,

2. Melissa Leach (ed) - Gender Equality and Sustainable Development, Earthscan Routledge
(2016)
Weeks 9 and 10

Globalisation, trade, business, and the corporate sector, and implications for gender and
sustainable development

Recommended Reading;:

1. The United Nations Guiding Principles on Business and Human Rights

2. Katarina Frostell - Globalisation and the Human Rights of Women, Institute for Human
Rights, Abo Akademi University, June 2002z

3. Harrison, G. (2004). Introduction: globalisation, governance and development. New Political
Economy, 9(2), 155-162. https://doi.org/10.1080/1356346042000218041

Weeks 11 and 12 -

Migration and implications for gender and sustainable development

Recommended Reading;:

1.

Gloria Moreno-Fontes Chammartin - ILO Overview Paper for International Conference on
Gender, Migration and Development: Seizing Opportunities, Upholding Rights, Manila, 25 -
26 September 2008

Overseas Development Institute 2017 - Migration and the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable
Development

Tam O’Neil, Anjali Fleury and Marta Foresti - Women on the move - Migration, gender
equality and the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development - Swiss Agency for Development
and Cooperation (2016)



