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The objectives of the course are to fulfill one of the requirements of Master of Laws (LL.M.). It is expected
that once the student will complete this course, the students will be able to categorically point out the
concept of social and economic rights in general and South Asia in particular. They will also be acquainted
with the jurisprudential concept of social rights, their development and actual implementation in South
Asian region. As the course has not only included the concept and development of social and economic
rights in South Asia, but also the comparative approach of social and economic rights development in South
Asia, therefore, the constitutional and legal framework of South Asia shall also be important part of the
discussion of this course. Case studies will be presented and discussed thoroughly. Role of judicial
legislation in the development of social and economic rights in South Asia will be the part of this course.
The implementation and enforceability are another important part of this course. The myth that the social
rights are not justiciable and enforceable by the court will be eliminated at the end of the course.

8. Outcome:

At the end of the course, the students will be able to differentiate between social and economic and civil
and political rights. It means the students will be able to understand the artificial division between
generations of rights. Nevertheless, the students will also know the value of social and economic rights and
how they are still taken as the subject of policy and not law. At the end of the course the student’s horizon
of thinking of social and economic right will be different from the time when they will start to study this
course.

9. Minimum prerequisites for taking this course, if any: Bachelor of Laws
10. Course Structure with units if applicable:

Week 1. Conceptual Understanding of Social and Economic Rights
Defining the Social and Economic rights; Philosophy of Social and Economic rights

Week 2: Universalism vs Relativism
Cultural Rights; Religious Rights; Lingual Rights



Week 3 & 4: Evolution of Social and Economic Rights

Historical Development of the Social and Economic Rights at Global and Regional Level; Classification of
Social and Economic rights; Division of human rights into generations; Interrelation and differences
between generations of rights

Global instruments: International Covenant on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights (ICESCR);
International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights (ICCPR); Convention on Rights of Children (CRC);
Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination against Women; Convention on the
Elimination of Racial Discrimination and others, if any

Regional Instruments: European Convention on Human Rights; European Social Charter; Inter-American
Convention on Human Rights and others if any

SAARC level: SAARC Convention on Preventing and Combating Trafficking in Women and Children for
Prostitution 2002, SAARC Social Charter 2004, and others, if any

Week 5: Justiciability of Social and Economic Rights

Specific provisions of Justiciability in the International Covenant on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights
(ICESCR); Complaint Procedure of the International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights (ICCPR) for
the Justiciability of the Social and Economic Rights; Justiciability in Regional Human Rights Instruments;
SAARC Social Charter 2004; European Social Charter; Inter-American Convention on Human Rights;
European Convention on Human Rights and others, if any.

Week 6 & 7: Legal Framework Related to Social and Economic Rights in South Asia
Constitutional and Legislative Provisions Related to Social and Economic Rights in Afghanistan,
Bangladesh, Bhutan, India, Maldives, Nepal, Pakistan and Sri Lanka:

Especially (i) Right to live with dignity (ii) Right to freedom (iii) Right to equality (iv) Right against
untouchability and discrimination (v) Right to property (vi) Right to freedom of religion (vii) Right to clean
environment (viii) Right to education (ix) Right to language and culture (x) Right to employment (xi) Right
to labour (xii) Right relating to health (xiii) Right to food (xiv) Right to housing (xv) Rights of women (xvi)
Rights of child (xvii) Rights of Dalit (xviii) Rights of senior citizens (xix) Right to social justice (xx) Right
of consumer; (xxi) Social Justice and Social Exclusion

Week 8 & 9: Enforcement of Social and Economic Rights in South Asia

Normative Framework of Judiciary in South Asia; Judicial Activism; Establishing the Power of Judicial
Review for Social and Economic Rights; Enforcing the Obligation to Respect, Protect and Fulfil the Social
and Economic Rights; Adjudication of Social and Economic Rights (i) From Superficial to Deeper
Reference to International Law (ii) From Isolated to Integrative Approach of Rights (iii) From Formal to
Substantive Rights (iv) From Coercive Monologue to Dialogic Appraisal of Remedies (v) From Lip Service
to A Right to Compensation

Analysis of Specific Case-Laws, especially, (i) The Right to Food (ii) Right to Education (iii) Right to
Health, Pure Drinking Water and Sanitation (iv) Right to Housing (v) Right to Language and Culture

Why enforcement of Social and Economic Right is a must? (i) To minimise the conflict (ii) To enforce the
rights of the peoples; (iii) Not to restrain the rights due to scarcity of resources (iv) To prevent arbitrariness
of the State (v) To increase the belief in court (vi) Limitation of the Judiciary in Enforcing the Social and
Economic Rights.



Week 10: National Human Rights Institutions (NHRIs)

Introduction of National Human Rights Commission, Women Commission and Others of South Asia; Role
of NHRISs in protection and promotion of Social and Economic Rights

Week 11: Litigating the Social and Economic Rights

Civil Societies: Lawyers’ Association, INGOs/NGOs; Campaign of Social and Economic Rights by Civil
Societies; Role of Civil Societies in Litigating the Social and Economic Rights

Week 12: Rights in the Age of Artificial Intelligence (Al)

Use of Autonomous Weapons and destruction of cultural rights and cultural heritage; Protection of Human
Values
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