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SOUTH ASIAN UNIVERSITY (A University established by SAARC Nations) 

Faculty of Legal Studies 

Monsoon Semester (Second Year LL.M.) 2024 

Course Information 

International Law related to Children’s Rights, Protection and Development 

 

Part I  

Course Title: International Law related to Children‟s Rights, Protection and Development 

Course Code: 

Course Instructor: Dr. Daksha Sharma 

Course Duration: One semester  

Course Units: 4  

Medium of Instruction: English  

Prerequisites: Nil 

Precursors: Nil  

Equivalent Courses: N/A  

 

Part II  

Course Description  

This course covers International Law related to children‟s rights, protection and development. It 

is quite interesting to understand, assess and analyze as to how International Law related to 

children‟s rights, protection and development is reflected in the municipal regime of Global 

North and Global South. It provides a comprehensive coverage of the International and 

municipal laws related to children‟s rights, protection and development with special focus on 

south-south cooperation. The course emphasizes on the jurisprudential aspects of children‟s 

rights and covers a wide range of international legal instruments, policies and programs 

concerning rights, protection and development of children. 
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Course Aim   

The aim of the course is to help the student develop a learning approach that combines critical 

thought and applied knowledge to the study of International Law related to children‟s rights, 

protection and development. The course also aims to create an in-depth understanding about the 

theoretical foundation and international framework of children‟s rights, protection and 

development while employing trans-disciplinary, multi-disciplinary, inter-disciplinary, intra-

disciplinary and comparative approaches. The course also aims to highlight the practical insights 

and considerations for translating the International Law on children‟s rights, protection and 

development into action. 

Course Objective 

The objective of the course is to enable the student to understand the principles, procedures, and 

practice of International Law related to Children‟s Rights, Protection and Development. The 

course aims to provide high-level knowledge and skills for creating an empowered group of 

researchers, academicians and practitioners who can work to protect children‟s rights globally. It 

also aims to provide a diverse practical exposure to the students thereby enabling them to think 

differently, express confidently and act consciously for protecting children‟s rights.  

Course Outcomes 

1. Understand the principles, procedures and practice of International Law related to 

Children‟s Rights, Protection and Development. 

2. Apply the principles of International Law related to Children‟s Rights, Protection and 

Development for the betterment of the society. 

3. Analyze the principles and procedural aspects of International Law related to Children‟s 

Rights, Protection and Development from policy perspectives. 

4. Examine and evaluate the situation and needs of the vulnerable children for ensuring their 

effective rehabilitation and protection. 

Course Outline 

1. Understanding Children‟s Rights 

2. Trans-disciplinary, Multi-disciplinary and Inter-disciplinary Approaches to Children‟s 

Rights and Understanding children in situational context 
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3. History of Children‟s Rights in the Context of Human Rights 

4. Violence against Children 

5. International Law related to Children and Armed Conflict  

6. International Law related to Children‟s Rights, Policies and Institutions 

7. International Juvenile Justice and Rights of Children to Care and Protection 

8. International Law related to Child Adoption and Surrogacy 

9. Survival and Development Rights of Children 

10. Rights of the Child and Law related to Citizenship and Migration 

11. International Law and Rights of Children in the Digital and Artificial Intelligence (AI) 

Age 

12. Rights related to Children‟s Autonomy and Role of UNICEF, UNCRC, NGOs, 

Community Service Programs (CSPs) and Schools in protecting Rights of Children 

Course syllabus 

Week 1  

Understanding Children’s Rights 

This module covers the fundamental concept and theories of child rights under the purview of 

International Human Rights and Jurisprudence. It also encapsulates the philosophical issues 

surrounding the rights of the children and other related aspects such as importance of child 

rights, role of state, parents and children within the rights framework, core principles related to 

rights of the child and perspectives of childhood and youth. While offering a critical perspective 

of children‟s rights in an international context and focusing on children‟s best interests, right to 

be heard, right to life and right to freedom from discrimination, this module also discusses about 

vulnerabilities of children and related concepts such as theories of vulnerability, micro and 

macro issues related to child vulnerabilities like poverty, child labour, trafficked children, street 

children, abused children, differently- abled children, children in institutions or homes, neglected 

children, children of commercial sex workers, children affected by HIV/AIDS, child victims of 

domestic violence etc. 

Required Reading: 

1. United Nations Convention on the Rights of the Child 1989. 
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2. Declaration of the Rights of the Child, 1959. 

Supplementary Reading: 

1. Daly, Aoife, Children, Autonomy and the Courts: Beyond the Right to be Heard 

(Brill/Nijhoff 2018) –Chapter 2 „The Best Interest of the Child‟.  

2. Hafen, Bruce and Hafen, Jonathan, “Abandoning Children to Their Autonomy” 37 

Harvard International Law Journal, 449 (1996).  

3. Shier, Harry, “Towards a New Improved Pedagogy of „Children‟s Rights and 

Responsibilities‟” 26 International Journal of Children‟s Rights, (2018).  

4. Liebel, Manfried, “Welfare or Agency? Children‟s Interests as Foundation of Children‟s 

Rights” 26 International Journal of Children‟s Rights, 597 (2018).  

Further Readings: 

1. Quennerstedt, Ann, “Children, But Not Really Humans? Critical Reflections on the 

Hampering Effect of the „3 Ps‟” 18 International Journal of Children‟s Rights 619 

(2010).  

2. Hansen, K, “Children‟s participation and agency when they don‟t „do the right thing”, 

Childhood 23(4), 471–475 (2016).  

3. Fineman, Martha, “The vulnerable subject: Anchoring equality in the human condition”, 

20 Yale Journal of Law & Feminism 1(2008).  

4. J., Tobin, “Understanding Children‟s Rights: A Vision beyond Vulnerability” 84 Nordic 

Journal of International Law 155 (2015).  

 

Week 2 

Trans-disciplinary, Multi-disciplinary and Inter-disciplinary Approaches to Children’s 

Rights and Understanding children in situational context 

This module discusses about the childhood from the perspectives of caste, class, place and 

gender differences in South Asia and abroad. It also covers a children‟s right based approach, 

sociological perspectives, social construct of the childhood- history of childhood, childhood in 

the socio-cultural context and psychological perspectives of childhood such as influence of 

heredity and family environment in the development of a child. 

Required Reading: 

1. Fortin, J, Children‟s Rights and the Developing Law (3rd edn, CUP, 2009), Chapter 1. 
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Supplementary Reading: 

1. Tisdall, Kay and Morrison, Fiona, “Children's Participation in Court Proceedings when 

Parents Divorce or Separate: Legal Constructions and Lived Experiences”, 14 Law and 

Childhood Studies: Current Legal Issues 156 (2012), Excerpt: Section 11.3.  

2. Freeman, M, „Children‟s Rights: Past, Present and Future: Some Introductory 

Comments‟, in M Freeman (Ed) The Future of Children‟s Rights (Brill, 2014). 

3. Wyness, M,  Childhood and Society (2nd edn, Palgrave, 2012), Chapters 1 and 2. 

4. Payne, Ruth, “„Extraordinary survivors‟ or „ordinary lives‟? Embracing „everyday 

agency‟ in social interventions with child-headed households in Zambia” 10 Children‟s 

Geographies 399 (2012).  

Further Readings: 

1. Bordonaro and Payne, “Ambiguous agency: critical perspectives on social interventions 

with children and youth in Africa” 10 Children‟s Geographies 365 (2012).  

2. Corsaro, W. A., The Sociology of Childhood, (Sage Publications, New Delhi, 2005).  

3. Morgan , C., King, R., Weisz, J., & Schopler, J., Introduction to Psychology. (McGraw 

Hill Education, New Delhi, 2017). 

4. Hurlock, E. B. (2017). Developmaental Psychology: A: Life - Span Approach. (New 

Delhi: Tata McGraw Hill Publishing Company Ltd.) 

 

Week 3 

History of Children’s Rights in the Context of Human Rights 

This module covers the evolution of child rights under the domain of human rights and includes 

generation of rights, core principles of human rights, universalism v. cultural relativism, charity 

to right-based approach and principal human rights instruments related to children, their progress 

and development. 

Required Reading: 

1. Universal Declaration of Human Rights, 1948. 

2. The Vienna Declaration and Programme of Action, 1993. 
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Supplementary Reading: 

1. Daly, Aoife, “Under-18s and the Right to Vote” in David Keane and Yvonne McDermott 

(eds), The Challenge of Human Rights: Past, Present and Future (Elgar, 2012).  

2. Bordonaro and Payne, “Ambiguous agency: critical perspectives on social interventions 

with children and youth in Africa” 10 Children‟s Geographies 365 (2012).  

3. Cordero Arce, Matias, “Maturing Children‟s Rights Theory: From Children, With 

Children, Of Children” 23 International Journal of Children‟s Rights 283 (2015).  

4. Nirmal, C.J., Human Rights in India – Historical, Social and Political Perspectives, 

(Delhi, Oxford University Press, 1999). 

Further Readings: 

1. Burke, R. (2010). Decolonization and the Evolution of International Human Rights. 

Philadelphia: University of Pennsylvania Press.  

2. Lauren, P. G. (2011). The Evolution of International Human Rights: Visions Seen. 

Philadelphia: University of Pennsylvania Press.  

3. Weissbrodt, D., Aolain, F. D., & Rumsey, M.. The Development of International Human 

Rights Law, (New York, Routledge, 2014). 

 

Week 4 

Violence against Children 

This module discusses about the various issues related to Violence against Children, various 

forms of violence, bullying, abuse of trust, discrimination, causes and consequences of violence, 

strategies for preventing and addressing violence, understanding child‟s reaction to situations of 

violence, trauma and abuse. It also includes approaches to deal with the child victims such as the 

concept of Child Centered Model, Behaviour Modification Model and Gestalt process of 

counseling and its application. 

Required Reading: 

1. Optional Protocol to the Convention on the Rights of the Child on the Sale of children, 

Child Prostitution and Child Pornography, 2002. 
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Supplementary Reading: 

1. Buck, Trevor. International Child Law, 3
rd

 ed., (Abingdon, UK, and New York, 

Routledge, 2014). 

Further Readings: 

1. Archard, David, Children: Rights and Childhood, 3d ed., (London, Routledge, 2015). 

 

Week 5 

International Law related to Children and Armed Conflict  

This module covers the various aspects of International Law related to children in conflict zones, 

migration and reintegration of children formerly associated with armed forces or armed groups 

into society and families, role of the United Nations Organization (UNO), International 

Committee of Red Cross (ICRC) and other relevant organizations to assist the child survivors of 

armed conflict and other situations of violence. 

Required Reading: 

1. Declaration on the Protection of Women and Children in Emergency and Armed 

Conflict, 1974. 

2. Optional Protocol to the Convention on the Rights of the Child on the Involvement of 

children in Armed Conflicts, 2002. 

Supplementary Reading: 

1. O‟Connell, Paul, Vindicating Socio-Economic Right: International Standards and 

Comparative Experiences, (Routledge, 2012), Chapter 3.  

2. Goździak, Elżbieta, “Forced Victims or Willing Migrants? Contesting Assumptions 

About Child Trafficking” in Marie Louise Seeberg and Elżbieta Goździakeds, eds, 

Contested Childhoods: Growing up in Migrancy (Springer, 2016).  

Further Readings: 

1. Milne, Brian, “Is „Participation‟ as it is Described by the United Nations Convention on 

the Rights of the Child (UNCRC) the Key to Children‟s Citizenship?”, 9 Journal of 

Social Sciences 31 (2005).  

2. Children Associated with Armed Forces or Armed Groups, International Committee of 

Red Cross, (2013). 
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Week 6 

International Law related to Children’s Rights, Policies and Institutions 

This module discusses the framework of the United Nation‟s Human Rights Council, UN 

Committee on the Rights of the Child, Minimum Age Convention, 1973, United Nations 

Standard Minimum Rules for the Administration Juvenile Justice (Beijing Rules), Conventions 

on the Rights of the Child along with its Optional Protocols, International Labour Organization 

(ILO) conventions related to child rights, implementation mechanisms under International Law 

for protecting child rights, role of Mass Media and social policies and programs at the global 

level for protection and development of children  

Required Reading: 

1. The Worst Forms of Child Labour Recommendation (No. 190), 1999. 

Supplementary Reading: 

1. Arat, Cynthia, “Analyzing Child Labor as a Human Rights Issue: Its Causes, Aggravating 

Policies, and Alternative Proposals”, 24 Human Rights Quarterly 177 (2002).  

2. Human Rights Council, Report of the United Nations High Commissioner for Human 

Rights on the Protection and Promotion of the Rights of Children Working and/or Living 

on the Street (UN Doc A/HRC/19/35, 2012).  

Further Readings: 

1. Invernizzi, Antonella, „Street-Working Children and Adolescents in Lima: Work as an 

Agent of Socialization‟, 10 Childhood 319 (2003).  

2. Corriero, Michael, “The Involvement and Protection of Children in Truth and Justice-

Seeking Processes: The Special Court for Sierra Leone”, 18 New York Law (2002).  

3. Marasinghe, Charika, A Study on Child Rights Governance Situation in Bangladesh. 

Dhaka: Save the Child, (2012). 

 

Week 7 

International Juvenile Justice and Rights of Children to Care and Protection 

This module covers the International Regulatory Framework of Juvenile Justice, access to 

justice, general principles of care and protection, concepts of „Child in need of care and 

protection‟, „Child in conflict with law‟, child poverty and homelessness. The module also 
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includes various international laws relating to Child Sexual Abuse, Child Sexual Exploitation 

including Trafficking, Prostitution and Pornography, Child Marriage, Child Labour and Children 

in Conflict with the Law. 

Required Reading: 

1. United Nations Standard Minimum Rules for the Administration Juvenile Justice (Beijing 

Rules), 1985. 

Supplementary Reading: 

1. Van Bueren, Geraldine, The International Law on the Rights of the Child, (Brill, 1995). 

Further Readings: 

1. Cohn, Ilene, “The Protection of Children and the Quest for Truth and Justice in Sierra 

Leone”, Journal of International Affairs, Vol. 55, No. 1, 1-34 (2001). 

Week 8 

International Law related to Child Adoption and Surrogacy 

This module covers various laws relating to International Adoption, recognition of foreign 

adoptions, process and procedure relating to adoption by foreign parents and jurisdictional 

issues. This module also discusses the concept of child abduction, child custody, surrogacy- 

types, legalities, regulatory framework and judicial trends. 

Required Reading: 

1. The Hague Convention on the Protection of Children and Co-operation in Respect of 

Intercountry Adoption, 1993.  

Supplementary Reading: 

1. Anna Helena Ramskold, Louise and Paul Posner, Marcus, “Commercial Surrogacy: How 

provisions of Monetary Remuneration and Powers of International Law can prevent 

Exploitation of Gestational Surrogates, Journal of Medical Ethics , Vol. 39, No. 6, 397-

402 (June 2013). 
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2. Sharma, Daksha, “Legislation Protecting Child Rights Concerning Inter-Country 

Adoption: A Comparative Study of Indo-Canadian Laws”, RGNUL Law Review, 

Volume VII, Number I (January- June 2017). 

Further Readings: 

1. Govindaraj, V.C, The Conflict of Laws in India: Inter-Territorial and Inter Personal 

Conflict, (2011). 

2. Jambholkar, Lakshmi, Select Essays on Private International Law, (2011). 

3. Goonesekere, Savitri, Children, Law and Justice: A South Asian Perspective, (SAGE 

Publications Pvt. Ltd, First Edition, 1997). 

4. Setalvad, Atul M., Conflict of Laws, (3
rd

 Edition, Lexis Nexis, 2014).  

5. Morris, J.H.C., The Conflict of Laws, (Fourth edition, Sweet & Maxwell, 1993). 

 

Week 9 

Survival and Development Rights of Children 

This module exhaustively discusses about the survival and development rights of children such 

as right to food and nutrition, right to education, right to health, right to participate etc. Also, it 

covers Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) in the context of the Children‟s Rights, 

protection and development. 

Required Reading: 

1. United Nations Convention on the Rights of the Child, 1989. 

Supplementary Reading: 

1. Staller, Karen M., “Children's Rights, Family Rights: Whose Human Rights?”, 

International Review of Qualitative Research, Vol. 4(2), 171- 188 (Published by 

University of California Press 2011).. 

2. Sinha, Manoj Kumar, “Right to Education: India and International Practices”, 48(2) 

Indian Journal of International Law, 188–207 (2008). 
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Further Readings: 

Convention on the Rights of the Child, Population and Development Review, Vol. 15, No. 4 

(Published by: Wiley, 1989), pp. 779-783.  

1. International Covenant on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights, 1966. 

2. Campbell, “The challenges of girls‟ right to education: Let‟s talk about human rights-

based sex education.” 20 The International Journal of Human Rights 1219 (2016).  

 

Week 10 

Rights of the Child and Law related to Citizenship and Migration 

This module discusses the concept of child refugee and migration in the context of International 

Refugee Law and also covers the relevant legal principles related to citizenship of children under 

Private International Law. 

Required Reading: 

1. United Nations Convention Relating to the Status of Refugees, 1951. 

Supplementary Reading: 

1. Nakata, Sana, Childhood Citizenship, Governance and Policy: The Politics of Becoming 

Adult, (New York, Routledge, 2015). 

2. International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights (ICCPR), 1966. 

Further Readings: 

1. Hart, Roger, Children's Participation: From Tokenism to Citizen, (UNICEF, 1992). 

2. Köhn, Sebastian, ““Soft Law” Entrepreneurship and the Right of the Child to a 

Nationality in an Era of Migration”, Proceedings of the Annual Meeting (American 

Society of International Law), Vol. 106, 67-69, Confronting Complexity (Cambridge 

University Press, 2012). 

Week 11 

International Law and Rights of Children in the Digital and Artificial Intelligence (AI) Age 

This module covers various aspects of International Law in the context of children's rights in the 

Digital and Artificial Intelligence (AI) age such as right to privacy, freedom from exploitation, 

and access to information. Also, child vulnerabilities to cyber threats like cyber bullying, identity 
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theft, and exposure to inappropriate content will be discussed in detail along with the relevant 

legal implications and remedies. 

Required Reading: 

1. Optional Protocol to the Convention on the Rights of the Child on the Sale of children, 

Child Prostitution and Child Pornography, 2002. 

2. Optional Protocol to the Convention on the Rights of the Child on a Communication 

Procedure, 2011. 

Supplementary Reading: 

1. Hick, Steven and Halpin, Edward, “Children's Rights and the Internet”, The Annals of the 

American Academy of Political and Social Science, Vol. 575, 56-70 , (Sage Publications, 

Inc., 2001).  

Further Readings: 

1. Lansdown, G. & Lancaster, Y.P., “Promoting Children‟s Welfare by Respecting their 

Rights”. In Gillian Pugh (ed.). Contemporary Issues in the Early Years: Working 

Collaboratively for Children. (Sage Publication, London, 2001).  

 

Week 12 

Rights related to Children’s Autonomy and Role of UNICEF, UNCRC, NGOs, Community 

Service Programs (CSPs) and Schools in protecting Rights of Children  

This module covers the UN System in the context of child rights. It discusses various United 

Nations conferences on children, role of the United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural 

Organization (UNESCO). This module also encapsulates the efforts of the International Labour 

Organization (ILO), school feeding and health initiatives supported by the World Food 

Programme (WFP), disease-eradication campaigns by the World Health Organization (WHO) etc. 

Also, the role of Regional Organizations such as SAARC, ASEAN, EU will be discussed in the 

context of International Law related to Children‟s Rights, Protection and Development.   

Required Reading: 

1. Gordon, Jack, “Discourses of Child Protection and Child Welfare”, British Journal of 

Social Work, Vol. 27(5), 659–78 (1997).  

https://en.unesco.org/themes/education-21st-century
https://en.unesco.org/themes/education-21st-century
http://www.ilo.org/global/topics/child-labour/lang--en/index.htm
http://www.ilo.org/global/topics/child-labour/lang--en/index.htm
https://www.ilo.org/global/topics/child-labour/lang--en/index.htm
https://www.wfp.org/school-feeding
https://www.wfp.org/school-feeding
http://www.who.int/
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Supplementary Reading: 

1. Daly, Aoife, Children, Autonomy and the Courts: Beyond the Right to be Heard, (Brill 

Nijhoff, 2018) – Introductory chapter. 

2. Lundy, Laura, “Voice is Not Enough” 33 British Educational Research Journal 927 

(2007), Section entitled „A new model for understanding Article 12‟ 

Further Readings: 

1. Committee on the Rights of the Child, General Comment No. 12: The Right to be Heard, 

CRC/C/GC/12, 20 July 2009.  

2. Janusz, S. & Volodin, V. (Eds.), A Guide to Human Rights: Institutions, Standards, and 

Procedures, (Paris, UNESCO Publishing, 2001). 

 

Part III 

Teaching Method  

The course will be offered using a combination of lectures, class discussions, flipped classroom 

and seminars. The students are expected to prepare, discuss and debate the course materials in 

the class.  

 

Part IV 

Course Evaluation Method  

There will be Mid-Term and End-Term examination of 40 marks each and students are required 

to submit and present a Term Paper/Written Assignment in the form of a Research Paper, 

Article, Article Review or a Case Comment carrying 20 marks at the end of the course. 

 


