
 

 

 

1. Department:                             None 
2. Faculty:                                   Legal Studies 
3. Course  Code : 
4. Course Title:                            International Natural Resource Law  
5. Number of Credits:                            4  
6. Course Objectives:  This course aims to equip the students with a broad understanding of the 
law, basic concepts, and principles underlying the conservation and use of natural resources at 
the international level from a broad perspective encompassing their economic, social, and 
environmental dimensions through a critical assessment of relevant literature and the 
jurisprudence of international courts and tribunals. The course focuses on the role and process of 
international law in the allocation of natural resources and in defining the limits of ownership and 
possession of natural resources from a human rights and sustainable development perspective. 
 
7. Minimum prerequisites for taking this course, if any: None  
8. Course Structure with units if applicable: 
 
Week 1 and 2 General Aspects of International Natural Resources Law 
The module would discuss the concept of natural resources, resource crunch, and resource curse 
and cover topics like the origin, history, and development of international natural resource law. 
The basic concepts developed by the international legal system that are significant in the context 
of natural resource management, including the notion of permanent sovereignty, ownership of 
resources, differential treatment/equity, sustainable development, and human rights, would form 
part of the discussion.  
 
Reading  
 
Usha Natarajan Julia Dehm, Locating Nature: Making and Unmaking International Law, 
(Cambridge University Press, 2022) Chapter 1, 3 &4  

Elisa Morgera, Research Handbook on International Law and Natural Resources (Edward Elgar, 
2016) Chapters 1 and 4  
 
Kemal Baslar, The Concept of the Common Heritage of Mankind in International Law(Brill, 
2024) 

Francesca Romanin Jacur, Angelica Bonfanti, Francesco Seatzu, Natural Resources Grabbing: 
An International Law Perspective (Brill, 2015)  
 
Daniëlla Dam-de Jong, International Law and Governance of Natural Resources in Conflict and 
Post-Conflict Situations (Cambridge University Press,  2015) Chapter  2& 4  
https://openaccess.leidenuniv.nl/bitstream/handle/1887/22865/Drukproef%20definitief%20proe
fschrift%20Daniëlla%20Dam.pdf?sequence=6 



Introduction: Concepts and Principles” in Nico Schrijver, Development without Destruction: The 
UN and Global Resource Management (Indiana University Press, 2010) pp. 1-13.  

Elena Blanko, Jona Razaque, Globalisation and Natural Resources Law (Edward Elgar, 2011) 
Chapters 1,2 and 3 

Kamal Hossain, Subtrata Roy Choudhary, Permanent Sovereignty over Natural Resources in 
International Law  (Palgrave Macmillan, 1984) 

Cases  
Armed Activities on the Territory of the Congo, Congo, the Democratic Republic of the v 
Uganda, Judgment, Merits, ICJ GL No 116, [2005] ICJ Rep 168. 
DS431: China — Measures Related to the Exportation of Rare Earths, Tungsten and 
Molybdenum. 
Lake Lanoux Arbitration. (France v. Spain) (1957) 12 R.I.A.A. 281. 
 
 
Declaration and Conventions 
UN General Assembly,  Permanent Sovereignty over Natural Resources, 1962 A/RES/1803(XVII 
UN General Assembly, Permanent Sovereignty over Natural Resources, Dec. 17, 
1973, A/RES/3171 
Brundtland Commission, Report of the World Commission on Environmental and Development: 
Our Common Future, UN Doc. A/42/427 
Agenda 21, Rio Declaration, Forest Principles. New York: United Nations, 1992 
 
 
Week 3 &4   International Natural Resource Law: Actors and Institutions 
   
The module would discuss global governance and sustainable management of natural resources 
by balancing rights and claims through states and institutions. Primary emphasis will be placed 
on the United Nations and other international organizations in the context of natural resource 
governance. The module would cover multinational corporations, civil societies like IUCN and 
WWF, and non-state actors' participation and issues of accountability. The module would 
specifically focus on the role of transnational companies in natural resource use, conservation, 
and resource grabbing. In the context of communities, the participatory rights and avenues for 
that in natural resource management will be explored. The module would also discuss the concept 
of property from eminent domain to land rights. 
 
Reading 
 
Elisa Morgera, Research Handbook on International Law and Natural Resources( Edward Elgar, 
201) Chapter  22 and 23  
Nico Schrijver, Development without Destruction: The UN and Global Resource Management 
(Indiana University Press, 2010) Chapter 2 
 



Elena Blanko, Jona Razaque, Globalisation and Natural Resources Law (Edward Elgar, 2011) 
Chapter  4 & 5  
 
Owen Mclntyre, “The Making of International Natural Resource Law “ in Research Handbook 
on the Theory and Practice of International Law Making, Catherine Brolmann and Yannick Radi 
(eds) (Edward Elgar, 2016) Chapter 20  
 
Jona Razzaque, Participatory Rights in Natural Resource Management: The Role of Communities 
in South Asia. In Ebbesson J, Okowa P, eds. Environmental Law and Justice in Context. 
(Cambridge University Press, 2009)117-138. 
 
Pereira, Ricardo  Savaresi, Annalisa and McConnell, Lee, (eds) Business, Human Rights and 
Natural Resource Governance: Accountability for a Just Transition (Hart Publishing, 2025) 
 
 
Week 5, 6 & 7 Natural Resources Legal Framework Under National Jurisdiction and 
Transboundary Resources:  Forests, Biodiversity, Renewable Energy and Water 
 
The module explores the legal and policy challenges surrounding the extraction, development, 
conservation, and sustainable management of natural resources, including forests, renewable 
energy, and water. The primary focus in the context of forests is on legal instruments relating to 
forests, including the non-binding declaration of forests, REDD mechanisms, etc. In the context 
of water, the focus will be on water rights in the context of access to water, focusing on freshwater 
and groundwater resources.   
 
Reading    
 
Elisa Morgera, Research Handbook on International Law and Natural Resources ( Edward Elgar, 
2016)Chapter  7, 11, 13, and 15 
 
Elena Blanko, Jona Razaque, Globalisation and Natural Resources Law ( Edward Elgar, 2011) 
Chapters 7, 8 and 9  
 
Anja Eikermann, The Treaty Canopy: International Law Covering Forests. In Forests in 
International Law (Springer, 2015) Chapter 4 
 
Margaret Young Tehan MF, Godden LC, Young MA, Gover KA, REDD+ as International Legal 
Regime. In: The Impact of Climate Change Mitigation on Indigenous and Forest Communities: 
International, National, and Local Law Perspectives on REDD+ ( Cambridge University Press, 
2017) 
Liliana Lizarazo-Rodriguez., Alice Fabris, & Doreen Montag, Indigenous Peoples as Trustees of 
Forests: A Bio-Socio-Cultural Approach to International Law (2024) International  Environ 
Agreements  
 
Declarations and Conventions 



Nagoya Protocol on Access to Genetic Resources and the Fair and Equitable Sharing of Benefits 
Arising from their Utilization to the Convention on Biological Diversity, Oct. 29, 2010, 
UNEP/CBD/COP/DEC/X/1 of 29. 
Convention on the Protection and Use of Transboundary Watercourses and International Lakes 
1936 UNTS 269; 31 ILM 1312 (1992). 
Agenda 21, Rio Declaration, Forest Principles. New York: United Nations, 1992 
 
 
Cases  
Gabčikovo-Nagymaros Project, Hungary v Slovakia, Judgment, [1997] ICJ Rep 7 
Indus Waters Kishenganga Arbitration, Pakistan v India, Final Award, ICGJ 478 (PCA 2013 
Case Concerning Pulp Mills on the River Uruguay, Argentina v Uruguay, ICGJ 425 (ICJ 2010) 
Saudi Arabia v Arabian American Oil Company (Aramco) (1963) 27 ILR 117 
 
Mid Semester  
 
 
Week  8 & 9  Natural Resources Legal Framework Beyond National Jurisdiction 
The module would focus on the legal framework developed in the context of  Marine Genetic 
Resources of Areas Beyond National jurisdiction and the legal regime in Antarctic Resources. 
The module would, through case studies, focus on the international obligations relevant to the 
regulation of natural resources, including the obligation to conserve and sustainably use natural 
resources, safeguard natural resources for future generations, obligations to prevent damage to 
the environment and other states, obligations to adopt a precautionary approach to protect the 
natural resources law and benefit sharing with communities and states. 
 
Readings  
 
Elisa Morgera, Research Handbook on International Law and Natural Resources (Edward Elgar, 
2016) Chapters 20 and 21 
 
Tanja Joona, Indigenous Peoples’ Right to Natural Resources: Reflections from the Arctic 
in  Helle Tegner Anker, Birgitte Egelund Olsen(eds) Sustainable Management of Resources 
Legal Instruments and Approaches (Interscentia Ltd 2018) 229-242. 
 
James Bacchus, On water, Bio- Diversity and Rules to Protect Natural Resources in  The Willing 
World: Shaping and Sharing a Sustainable Global Prosperity (Cambridge University Press 2018) 
330-355. 
 
Rakhyun E. Kim, “The likely impact of the BBNJ Agreement on the Architecture of Ocean 
Governance” (2024) 165 Marine Policy, 106190 
Cases  
 
Request for an advisory opinion submitted by the Commission of Small Island States on climate 
change and International Law 2024 



Request for an Advisory Opinion Submitted by the Sub-Regional Fisheries Commission (SRFC 
Advisory Opinion), Advisory Opinion of Apr. 2, 2015, 
ITLOS, https://www.itlos.org/fileadmin/itlos/documents/cases/case_no.21/advisory_opinion/C2
1_AdvOp_02.04.pdf  
Southern Bluefin Tuna, New Zealand v Japan, Provisional Measures, ICGJ 337 (ITLOS 1999) 
Advisory Opinion on Responsibility and Liability for International Seabed Mining (ITLOS 
Case No. 17) 
Dispute Concerning Delimitation of the Maritime Boundary between Ghana and Côte d'Ivoire in 
the Atlantic Ocean, ITLOS Case No. 23, Order of Apr. 25, 2015 (ITLOS Order), available at: 
<www.itlos.org/en/cases/list-of-cases/case-no-23/case-no-23-provisional-measures/ 
 
 
Declarations and Conventions 
The Antarctic Treaty 1959, 402 U.N.T.S. 71 
Convention on the Law of the Sea, Dec. 10, 1982, 1833 U.N.T.S. 397 
Agreement under the United Nations Convention on the Law of the Sea on the Conservation and 
Sustainable Use of Marine Biological Diversity of Areas beyond National Jurisdiction  2023. 
 

Week 10 &11 Legal Framework for Industry and Development Projects: The module would, 
through case studies, discuss the legal initiatives developed in relation to the resource 
development projects and industries, including Equator Principles, World Bank/IFC guidelines, 
UN Global Compact, and the ICMM Sustainable Development Framework. The module would 
examine the human rights perspectives and north-south equity paradigm with a special emphasis 
on Indigenous people's rights, especially the "right" to free, prior, and informed consent. The 
discussions will explore the tensions and challenges for indigenous rights realization by 
examining the contemporary situation, including recent court decisions and developments in the 
transnational justice process.  

Reading 

Penelope Simons, “International Law’s Invisible Hand and the Future of Corporate 
Accountability for Violations of Human Rights” (2012) 3(1) Journal of Human Rights and the 
Environment 5-43.  

Donald N. Zillman, A. Lucas and G. Pring (eds), Human Rights in Natural Resource 
Development: Public Participation in the Sustainable Development of Mining and Energy 
Resources (Oxford: Oxford University Press, 2002). 

Gina Cosentino, “Governing the Global Commons: How UNSR Study on Extractive Industries 
can Inform a new Global Human Rights Regulatory Regime for Transnational Conservation 
NGOs Operating or near Indigenous Territories” (2015)  32(1)  Arizona Journal of International 
& Comparative Law 210-226. 

Daniela Chimisso, Sara L. Seck, Human Rights Due Diligence and Extractive Industries" 
In Research Handbook on Human Rights and Business ( Edward Elgar,  2020) 151-171 



 
Isabel Feichtner, Markus Krajewski, Ricarda Roesch, Human Rights in the Extractive Industries 
Transparency, Participation, Resistance (Springer, 2019) 

Philippe Hanna & Frank Vanclay (2013) Human rights, Indigenous peoples and the concept of 
Free, Prior and Informed Consent, Impact Assessment and Project Appraisal, 31(2), 146-157. 
 
Sumudu Attapattu, “Extractive Industries and Inequality: Intersections of Environmental Law, 
Human Rights, and Environmental Justice” (2018) 50 Arizona State Law Journal 431-453  
 
Sarah Morales, “Digging for Rights: How Can International Human Rights Law Better Protect 
Indigenous Women from Extractive Industries?”  (2019)31(1)  Canadian Journal of Women and 
the Law 58-90 
 
Cases  
Case of the Saramaka People v. Suriname,  IACHR, 2007  
Cantre for Minority Rights Development (Kenya) and Minority Rights Group International on 
behalf of Endoris Welfare Council V Kenya 276/2013  
 
Declarations and Conventions 
UN General Assembly, United Nations Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples: 
resolution / adopted by the General Assembly, Oct. 2, 2007, A/RES/61/295, available at: 
https://www.refworld.org/docid/471355a82.html 
UNGC. (2015). United Nations Global Compact: The Ten Principles. [online] Available at: 
https://www.unglobalcompact.org/AboutTheGC/TheTenPrinciples/index.html  
International Council of Mining and Metals (ICMM) Sustainable Development Framework 
https://www.iucn.org/sites/dev/files/import/downloads/minicmmstat.pdf 
 
 
Week 12   Dispute Resolution 
 
The module would cover the varied dispute settlement mechanisms concerning natural resources. 
The module would explore the human rights dispute settlement mechanisms and criminal liability 
for natural resource exploitation. The module would focus on alternative dispute resolution 
mechanisms in natural resources and the optional rules for arbitration of disputes relating to 
natural resources developed by a permanent court of arbitration.  
     
Reading  
 
Francesca Romanin Jacur,  Angelica Bonfanti,  Francesco Seatzu, Natural Resources Grabbing: 
An International Law Perspective (Brill, 2015) 245-274 
 
Elisa Morgera, Research Handbook on International Law and Natural Resources (Edward Elgar, 
2016) Chapter 24  
 
Nico Schrijver, Development without Destruction: The UN and Global Resource Management 
(Indiana University Press, 2010) Chapter 6 



 
Tamar Meshel, Optional Rules for Arbitration of Disputes Relating to Natural Resources and or 
the Environment: Permanent Court of Arbitration (PCA) (Max Plank Encyclopaedia of 
International Law 2018) 
 
 
Declarations and Conventions 
PCA Optional Rules for Arbitration of Disputes Relating to the Environment and/or Natural 
Resources  2001. https://pca-cpa.org/wp-content/uploads/sites/6/2016/01/Optional-Rules-for-
Arbitration-of-Disputes-Relating-to-the-Environment-and_or-Natural-Resources.pdf 
PCA Optional Rules for Conciliation of Disputes Relating to the Environment and/or Natural 
Resources  2002  https://pca-cpa.org/wp-content/uploads/sites/6/2016/01/Optional-Rules-for-
Conciliation-of-Disputes-Relating-to-the-Environment-and_or-Natural-Resources.pdf 
 

Week 13 and 14 Protecting Natural Resources Way Forward: Environmental 
Sustainability, Justice Concerns and Rights of Nature  

The module will evaluate the developing jurisprudence on the rights of nature in the context of 
natural resource management. The module will also discuss the prospects and value of a justice 
and sustainability-based approach to natural resource management and its challenges and 
limitations, especially from the perspective of specific rights holders, Indigenous people, women, 
and local communities.  

Reading  

Jeremy Gilbert, Natural Resources and Human Rights: An Appraisal (Oxford University Press 
2018) 

Stellina Jolly, “Rights of Nature” in The Oxford Handbook of Environmental and Natural 
Resources Law in India  Philippe Cullet, Lovleen Bhullar, Sujith Koonan (eds) (Oxford 
University Press 2024) 269-284 

Emily Jones, “Posthuman International Law and the Rights of Nature (2021) 12 Journal of 
Human Rights and the Environment, 76–102.  

Stellina Jolly, KS Roshan Menon, “Of Ebbs and Flows: Understanding the Legal Consequences 
of Granting Personhood to Natural Entities in India. (2021) 10(3) Transnational Environmental 
Law 467-492.  

Hernández Guzmán, D., & Hernández García de Velazco, J., “Global Citizenship: Towards a 
Concept for Participatory Environmental Protection”  (2023) 38(2)  Global Society 269–296.  

 

Fundamental Reading 



 
Francesca Romanin Jacur,  Angelica Bonfanti,  Francesco Seatzu, Natural Resources Grabbing: 
An International Law Perspective (Brill 2015)  
 
Elisa Morgera, Research Handbook on International Law and Natural Resources (Edward Elgar, 
2016) 
 
Elena Merino Blanco & Jona Razzaque, Globalisation, and Natural Resources Law: Challenges, 
Key Issues, and Perspectives (Edward Elgar, 2011) 
 
Malgosia Fitzmaurice & M. Szuniewicz (eds), Exploitation of Natural Resources in the 21st 
Century (The Hague: Kluwer, 2004) 
 
Nico Schrijver, Sovereignty over Natural Resources: Balancing Rights and Duties (Cambridge 
University Press, 1997). 
 
Donald N. Zillman, A. Lucas and G. Pring (eds), Human Rights in Natural Resource 
Development: Public Participation in the Sustainable Development of Mining and Energy 
Resources (Oxford: Oxford University Press, 2002). 
 
Aileen McHarg, Barry Barton, Adrian Bradbrook, Lee Godden, Property and the Law in Energy 
and Natural Resources,(Oxford University Press, 2010) 
 
Jérémie Gilbert, Natural Resources and Human Rights: An Appraisal (Oxford University 
Press, 2018 ) 
 
Helle Tegner Anker, Birgitte Egelund Olsen(eds) Sustainable Management of Resources Legal 
Instruments and Approcahes, (Intersentia Ltd 2018)  
 
 
Jahid Hossain Bhuiyan, “ Evolution of the Permanent Sovereignty of Natural Resources in the 
Context of the Investment Regime” in  International Natural Resources Law, Investment and 
Sustainability, Shawkat Alam, Jahid Hossain Bhuiyan, Jona Razzaque (eds) (Routledge 2017)  
 
 

7. Evaluation and Weightage of different components of evaluation  

There will be two written examinations of 40 marks each and a case study/written 
assignment/term paper of 20 marks.  

 
 

 


