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1.  Department:                            None 

2.  Faculty:                                   Legal Studies 

3.  Course  Code : 

4.  Course Title:                           International Climate Change Law 

5.  Number of Credits:                 2  

6.  Course objectives:     The overall objective of this course is to provide an advanced 

understanding of the key developments in climate change from a South Asian perspective.  By 

the end of the course, students will be able to: Understand the evolution of international climate 

law and the governance of loss & damage. Analyse legal frameworks related to climate-induced 

mobility and South Asian responses.  Evaluate carbon markets and integrity challenges.  

Critically assess the rise of climate litigation across jurisdictions and the Global South practice.  

Apply TWAIL frameworks in interpreting climate obligations. 

7.  Minimum prerequisites for taking this course:   

8.  Course Structure : arranged into 12 weeks of teaching ( 2 hours per week)   

  

Week 1 and 2 : Introduction to Climate Change Law  

The module introduces the foundations of climate change law through the lens of Third World 

Approaches to International Law (TWAIL). It explores how climate laws (UNFCCC, Kyoto 

Protocol and the Paris Agreement reflect and reproduce structural inequalities and how it is 

necessary to understand climate governance as intertwined with development trajectories and 

historical injustices. 

Reading 

Sumudu Atapattu and Carmen Gonzalez, TWAIL, “Climate Change and the North-South 

Divide” (August 06, 2024).  https://ssrn.com/abstract=4918356   

https://ssrn.com/abstract=4918356


Julia Dehn, “Carbon Colonialism or Climate Justice?  Interrogating the International Climate 

Regime from a TWAIL Perspective” (2016) 33 Windsor Year Book of  Access to Justice   129-

160. 

Susan Ann Samuel, Climate Justice and Capabilities Approach – A TWAIL Discourse: 

Redefining the Fourth Environmental Era (May 25, 2024).  The Fourth Environmental Era: 

Climate Justice edited by Sumudu Atapattu, Freya Doughty-Wagner & Enéas Xavier (eds).  

Vernon Press, Available at SSRN: https://ssrn.com/abstract=4841822.   

 

Lavanya Rajamani, Innovation and Experimentation in the International Climate Change 

Regime (Brill 2021).  

Balakrishnan Rajagopal.  "International Law and Its Discontents: Rethinking the Global 

South." Proceedings of the Annual Meeting (2012) 106  American Society of International Law 176–

81.  

Conventions / Documents 

United Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change.  Bonn: UNFCCC Secretariat, 

available at http://unfccc.int/resource/docs/convkp/conveng.pdf  

Kyoto Protocol to the UN Framework Convention on Climate Change, available at 

http://unfccc.int/resource/docs/convkp/kpeng.pdf  

Paris Agreement 2015. 

 

Week 3 and 4 – Loss and Damage, Adaptation, and Climate Risk Governance 

The module focuses on the emergence and evolution of the Loss and Damage (L&D) agenda 

within the international climate regime. The module will concpetuallly  weave the linkage 

between adaptation, resilience, and climate risk management, with particular attention to the 

needs of vulnerable populations and small island developing states. The Warsaw International 

Mechanism, Santiago Network, Paris Agreement, and recent developments in L&D finance will 

be analyzed. In this context, challenges related to evidentiary standards, climate attribution, and 

liability for slow-onset harm will be discussed. 

Reading 

Meinhard Doelle and Sara L. Seck, Research Handbook on Climate Change Law and Loss & 

Damage (Edward Elgar, 2021), Chapters 4, 5, 6, and 11. 

 

Malvika Rao, “A TWAIL Perspective on Loss and Damage from Climate Change: Reflections 

from Indira Gandhi’s Speech at Stockholm” (2022) 12   Asian Journal of International Law 63–

81.  

 

Patrick Toussaint, “Loss and Damage, Climate Victims, and International Climate Law: 

Looking Back, Looking Forward” (2024) 13(1)  Transnational Environmental Law 134-159.  

 

https://ssrn.com/abstract=4841822


Maria Antonia Tigre, Margaretha Wewerinke-Singh, “Beyond the North–South Divide: 

Litigation's Role in Resolving Climate Change Loss and Damage Claims” (2023) Review of  

Comparative and International Environmental Law 1-14. 

 

 

Conventions / Documents 

 

UNFCCC Decisions establishing the Warsaw International Mechanism and Santiago Network. 

Relevant COP decisions on Loss and Damage. 

Week 5 and 6: Climate Mobility  

Building on the Loss & Damage framework examined in Week 2, this module situates climate 

mobility as a severe climate harm. This module examines climate-induced human mobility, 

including displacement, migration, and planned relocation within international legal 

frameworks.  The discussion focuses on the adaptability of the Global  Compact on Migration 

and Refugees to climate mobility. The module also engages with the financing dimensions of 

climate mobility from a global South perspective. 

 

Reading  

 

Jane McAdam, Moving Beyond Refugee Law: Putting Principles on Climate Mobility into 

Practice (October 24, 2022).  (2022) 34 International Journal of Refugee Law; 

https://doi.org/10.1093/ijrl/eeac039, UNSW Law Research Paper No. 22-36, Available at 

SSRN: https://ssrn.com/abstract=4267600. 

 

Stellina Jolly, Nafees Ahmad, Climate Refugees in South Asia: Protection Under International 

Legal Standards and State Practices in South Asia, (Springer 2019). 

 

Mostafa Mahmud Naser, "Climate Change and Human Mobility” in Mohammad Shahabuddin 

(ed), Bangladesh and International Law (Routledge 2021).  

 

Jane McAdam and Elizabeth Ferris, “Planned Relocations in the Context of Climate Change: 

Unpacking the Legal and Conceptual Issues” (July 1, 2015).  (2015) 4 Cambridge Journal of 

International and Comparative Law 137, UNSW Law Research Paper No. 19-35, Available at 

SSRN: https://ssrn.com/abstract=3381349. 

 

Benoît Mayer and François Crépeau, Research Handbook on Climate Change, Migration and 

the Law (Edward Elgar Publishing 2017), Chapters 5, 7, 8, and 9.  

 

Alexander Zahar, Climate Change Finance and International Law ( Routledge 2019). 

  
 

 

Week 7 and 8 :Climate Litigation and Rights-Based Approaches 
 

https://ssrn.com/abstract=4267600
https://ssrn.com/abstract=3381349


Building on L&D and mobility, this module examines the emerging litigations for enforcing 

claims, duties, and rights.  The module examines the legal bases, procedural innovations, and 

substantive arguments used by courts and claimants.  The specific focus is on rights-based 

claims, corporate accountability litigation, and intergenerational equity.  The discussion will 

also cover Global South climate litigation and its key features.  Special consideration will be 

given to the role of strategic litigation in shaping policy and enforcing climate obligations 

against both states and corporations.  The module will also explore the recent advisory opinions 

of the International Court of Justice and the Inter American Court of Human Rights on climate 

change. 

 

Reading 

 

Margaretha Wewerinke-Singh and Sarah Mead, The Cambridge Handbook on 

Climate Litigation (Cambridge University Press 2025) Chapters 12, 15, 16, and 17. 

 

Joana Setzer, Lisa Benjamin, Climate Litigation in the Global South: Constraints and 

Innovations (2020) 9(1)  Transnational Environmental Law 77-101. 

 

Jaqueline Peel, Rebekkah Markey-Towler, Recipe for Success?: Lessons for Strategic Climate 

Litigation from the Sharma, Neubauer, and Shell Cases,  (2021)22 (8) German Law Journal 

1484-1498. 

 

Stellina Jolly, Abhishek Trivedi, M K Ranjitsinh v Union of India: Climate Litigation as a 

Game-Changer to Place Human Concerns at the Core of Climate Crisis in India” (2025) 9(1) 

Chinese Journal of Environmental Law 107-126.  

 

Peter Gailhofer, David Krebs, Alexander Proelss, Kirsten Schmalenbach, and Roda Verheyen 

(eds), Corporate Liability for Transboundary Environmental Harm: An International and 

Transnational Perspective (Springer, 2022). 

 

Jolene Lin and Jacqueline Peel, Litigating Climate Change in the Global South (Oxford 

University Press 2025). 

 

 

Cases 
Obligations of States in respect of Climate Change, Advisory Opinion, International Court of 

Justice (July 23, 2025). 

Advisory Opinion OC-32/25, Climate Emergency and Human Rights Inter-American Court of 

Human Rights (May 15, 2025). 

Urgenda Foundation v. Netherlands (Supreme Court, 2019). 

Lungowe v Vedanta, [2019] UKSC 20. 

Milieudefensie v. Shell (Netherlands, 2021). 

Leghari v. Federation of Pakistan (2015). 

 

Documents/Conventions 



UN Human Rights Council Resolution recognising the Right to a Clean, Healthy, and 

Sustainable Environment A/HRC/RES/48/13 (2021). 

 

Week 9 and 10: Carbon Markets and Emerging Market Integrity Issues 
As accountability mechanisms evolve, carbon markets have emerged as a central governance 

mechanism.  This module analyses the legal architecture of carbon markets under the Paris 

Agreement, including Article 6.2 cooperative approaches, Article 6.4 mechanism, and non-

market approaches under Article 6.8.  The session also explore the rapidly expanding voluntary 

carbon markets integrity challenges, and concerns around double counting, transparency, and 

the role of digital MRV.  The module will examine the implications of carbon markets for 

developing countries, including debates concerning equity, finance, land tenure, biodiversity 

harm, leakage,  and Indigenous rights. 

 

 

Reading 

 

John Chun En Liu, Mark H Cooper, “Carbon Markets and International Environmental 

Governance”, in  Katharine Legun, Julie C. Keller, Michael Carolan  and Michael M Bell (eds)  

The Cambridge Handbook of Environmental Sociology (Cambridge University Press 2020)267-

284. 

 

Axel Michaelowa, Lukas Hermwille, Wolfgang Obergassel & Sonja Butzengeiger, 

“Additionality Revisited: Guarding the Integrity of Market Mechanisms under the Paris 

Agreement” (2019) 19 (10) Climate Policy 1211-1224. 

 

Lambert Schneider, and Stephanie La Hoz Theuer, “Environmental integrity of international 

Carbon Market Mechanisms under the Paris Agreement” (2019) 19(3)  Climate Policy,  386–

400. 

 

Decoding Article 6 of the Paris Agreement (Asian Development Bank 2018). 

 

Benjamin Stephan and Matthew  Paterson. “The Politics of Carbon Markets: An Introduction” 

(2012) 21(1)  Environmental Politics 545–562.  

 

 

Conventions / Documents 

 

Paris Agreement  2015 Article 6 Texts and related COP decisions. 

Claims Code of Practice  Building Integrity in Voluntary Carbon Markets ( Voluntary Carbon 

Markets Initiative April 2025). 

Core Carbon Principles, Assessment Framework, and Assessment Procedure (The Integrity 

Council for the Voluntary Market  2024). 

Proposal for Exploratory Work: Private International Law Issues related to Carbon 

Markets(HCCH 2024). 

 

 

https://www.cambridge.org/core/search?filters%5BauthorTerms%5D=Katharine%20Legun&eventCode=SE-AU


Week 11 and 12: Just Transition and Climate Change 

The final module on Just Transition synthesises the earlier discussions and explores how 

climate action can be pursued in ways that are fair, inclusive, and rights-based for all 

stakeholders, including workers, communities, and developing countries.  It analyses the legal, 

institutional, and policy frameworks to ensure that the shift toward low-carbon pathways 

is equitable, inclusive, and rights-based.  

 

Reading 

Vilja Johansson, “Just Transition as an Evolving Concept in International Climate Law” (2023) 

35(2) Journal of Environmental Law 229–249. 

Vilja Johanson,  “Just Transition in Framework Climate Laws: Between Meaningful 

Governance and Performative Law” (2025)34(1)  Review of European Comparative and 

International Environmental Law 155-169. 

Analisa Savaresi, Joana Setzer, Sam, Bookman, S. et al. “Conceptualizing Just Transition 

litigation”  (2024) 7 Nature Sustainability  1379–1384. 

Analisa Savaresi and Margaretha  Johanna Wewerinke, Margaretha A just Transition? : 

Investigating the Role of Human Rights in the Transition Towards Net Zero Societies, EUI, 

LAW, AEL,( European Society of International Law Working Paper, 2024/09).  

Hana Müllerová, Eva Balounová, et all “Building the Concept of Just Transition in Law: 

Reflections on its Conceptual Framing, Structure and Content” (2023) 53(4) Environmental 

Policy and Law 275-288. 

Guidelines and Policy Frameworks for Just Transition of the Workforce and the Creation of 

Decent Work and Quality Jobs: Compilation and Synthesis Report (UNFCCC 2025). 

 

9. Evaluation and Weightage of different components of evaluation : There will be two written 

examinations of 40 marks each and a written assignment of 20 marks.  

 


