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Course Title:    International Energy Law & Policy  

Course Code:    

Course Instructor:    Dr.Kajori Bhatnagar 

Course Duration:   One semester 

Medium of Instruction  English 

Prerequisites    Nil 

Precursors    Nil 

Equivalent Courses   N/A 

Course Description: 

Energy law has emerged as a specialised and rapidly evolving domain due to a massive demand 

surge, generation variabilities, subsidised supply sub-structure, climate change commitments, 

energy transition, green energy, and regional electricity markets. South Asian Countries 

(SAARC: India, Nepal, Bangladesh, Sri Lanka, Bhutan, Pakistan, Maldives, Afghanistan) 

present a unique legal ecosystem involving demand-supply imbalance, cross-border power 

trade, renewable integration, fossil fuel phase-out, and energy justice. This course provides 



comparative and analytical exposure to energy laws of India and other SAARC nations, in 

alignment with international obligations and sustainable development goals. 

Course Objectives 

To study, examine, understand, and analyse: 

 Energy governance frameworks in nations 

 Legal regulation of fossil and renewable energy 

 Demand structure, cross-border power trade and WTO implications 

 Energy litigation, climate jurisprudence, and ESG compliance 

 Regulatory institutions, AI-based grids, and carbon markets 

Course Outcomes:  

On completion, scholars shall be able to, Study National &amp; comparative regional energy 

(SAARC) regulatory regimes and understand the application of comparative legal methods to 

handle national cross-border energy disputes.  Understand carbon trading & green finance law.  

It would also aid in helping students critically evaluate energy–environment–human rights 

intersections with the contemporary setup of digital regulation in power markets. Furthermore, 

there would be creation of ability to conduct advanced research in energy transition law 

Week 1:  

ENERGY SECTOR OVERVIEW, SAARC ENERGY GEOPOLITICS & LEGAL 

FOUNDATIONS 

Evolution of energy law as a legal discipline, Energy security, sovereignty & national interest, 

SAARC Energy Centre & Regional Cooperation Agreements, Constitutional distribution of 

legislative powers over energy, Energy security & strategic autonomy, Energy Poverty and 

Right to Energy as a socio-economic right, Energy transition & Sustainable Development 

Goals (SDGs) 

Required readings: 

SAARC Framework Agreement for Energy Cooperation: Articles 1,7 and 9 

UN: SDG-7 Progress Report 

Suggested readings: 

SAARC Energy Centre, Regional Energy Trade Report 



India: National Energy Policy, 2017 

 

Week 2-3:   

OIL, GAS & LNG REGULATION  

Upstream & downstream regulation, Licensing & revenue-sharing models, Pricing freedom, 

Gas pricing mechanisms, Competition law and Cartelisation, LNG terminals & contract 

regulation, Strategic petroleum reserves & national security 

Required Readings: 

United Nations Convention on the Law of the Sea (UNCLOS, 1982): Articles 77,79,300 

Energy Charter Treaty (ECT, 1994): Articles 7,10,18,26 

OPEC Statute (1960): Articles 2,3 

Regional Seas Conventions (Applicable to Offshore Oil & Gas): Articles OSPAR Convention 

(North-East Atlantic), Barcelona Convention (Mediterranean Sea) 

Suggested readings: 

An Overview of Energy Cooperation in South Asia, Asia Development Bank, Priyantha 

Wijayatunga and P. N. Fernando, 2013 

Development and Future of Energy Transition: Analyzing the Legal Landscape, 2023 

Sea Lane Security of Oil and Liquefied Natural Gas in the East Asia Summit Region, ERIA 

Research Project Report 2015, No. 14, 

Energy law & Policy in India, National Law School of India University Bengaluru, 2016 

 

Week 4-5:   

COAL, MINING & ENERGY JUSTICE 

Coal-based thermal power consent regime, Nationalisation & commercial mining, Land 

acquisition, displacement, rehabilitation and & tribal rights, Environmental clearance & 

forest diversion, ESG, just transition & labour rights 

Required Readings: 

Energy Justice Through International Law, UN Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous 

Peoples (UNDRIP): Articles, 26,29,32 



Core Themes of Coal, Mining & Energy Justice: Distributional Equity, Procedural Justice, 

Recognition Justice, Transitional Justice 

Suggested Readings: 

ILO Convention No. 176 – Safety and Health in Mines Convention (1995), Articles: 

5,7,8,11,13 

ILO Convention No. 155 – Occupational Safety and Health Convention (1981), Articles: 

4,11,13 

ILO Just Transition Guidelines (2015) 

ILO Convention No. 169 – Indigenous and Tribal Peoples (1989), Articles: 6,7,15 

Huhta, K. (2023) ‘Conceptualising Energy Justice in the Context of Human Rights 

Law’, Nordic Journal of Human Rights, 41(4), pp. 378–392. doi: 

10.1080/18918131.2023.2210443. 

Week 6:  

RENEWABLE ENERGY, CLIMATE LAW & GREEN FINANCE 

Solar, wind, hydro & offshore renewable regulation, Renewable Purchase Obligations 

(RPOs), Competitive bidding vs Feed-in Tariffs, Climate finance, green bonds & carbon 

markets, Paris Agreement & Nationally Determined Contributions (NDCs) 

Required Readings: 

Promote investment in clean technologies and sustainable finance (Chapters VI & VIII) 

International Renewable Energy Agency (IRENA) Statute (2009), Articles 3,4 

Suggested Readings: 

EU Taxonomy Regulation (2020/852) 

Rights & Resources Initiative (RRI), 2017. The Green Climate Fund: Accomplishing a 

Paradigm Shift? RRI report. Available at: https://rightsandresources.org/.../Green-Climate-

Fund-Analysis_RRI_October-2017_FINAL.pdf 

Week 7-9:  

NUCLEAR, DISASTER RISK & REGIONAL AND TRANSBOUNDARY LIABILITY 



Nuclear energy policy & regulatory authorities, Civil nuclear liability regimes, International 

conventions & IAEA standards, Transboundary radiation damage, Emergency response law 

Required Readings: 

1968 Treaty on the Non-Proliferation of Nuclear Weapons (NPT), Articles: 1,2,3,4,6 

IAEA Statute (1957), Articles: 3(A) 1-6, 12, 3(A)6 

Convention on Nuclear Safety (1994), Articles: 6,7,14, 16-18 

Joint Convention on the Safety of Spent Fuel Management and Radioactive Waste 

Management (1997), Articles: 4 and 11,19-26 

Vienna Convention on Civil Liability for Nuclear Damage (1963, amended 1997), Articles: 

2,3,5,12 and 13 

Sendai Framework for Disaster Risk Reduction (2015–2030) (Soft law but globally adopted) 

Hyogo Framework for Action (2005–2015) 

Suggested readings: 

Nuclear Energy and Liability in South Asia: Institutions, Legal Frameworks and Risk 

Assessment Within SAARC by M. P. Ram Mohan 

Nuclear Law, The Global Debate, International Atomic Energy Agency, T.M.C. Asser Press 

The Hague, https://doi.org/10.1007/978-94-6265-495-2, 2022 

Liability for Transboundary Pollution at the Intersection of Public and Private International 

Law by Guillaume Laganière 

Nuclear Non-Proliferation in International Law - Volume IV: Human Perspectives on the 

Development and Use of Nuclear Energy (eds. Jonathan L. Black-Branch & Dieter Fleck) 

Week 10:  

ELECTRICITY MARKETS, SMART GRIDS & AI REGULATION 

Electricity trading exchanges, Open access & power markets, Time-of-day tariffs & smart 

meters, AI-driven grid management, Cybersecurity of power infrastructure 

Required Readings: 



Energy Charter Treaty (ECT), Articles: 7,10,20,22 

International Telecommunication Union (ITU) Standards, (not binding but widely adopted) 

EU Smart Grid Framework, Directive (EU) 2019/944, Article 19–21 

Suggested Readings: 

International Electrotechnical Commission (IEC) — AI & Cyber-Energy Standards 

International Energy Agency (IEA) AI in Energy Systems (Soft Law) 

Intersections: Electricity markets, Smart Grids & AI governance themes 

EU Internal Electricity Market (for reference as the most developed model) 

Week 11 

CROSS-BORDER ENERGY TRADE & WTO LAW 

Electricity as “goods” under WTO, Subsidies, dumping & trade remedies, Transit treaties & 

energy corridors, SAARC power grid interconnection 

Required Readings: 

SAARC regional Energy trade Study (SRETS) 

Suggested Readings: 

Borenstein, S. & Bushnell, J. 2015, The US electricity industry after 20 years of 

restructuring, Annual Review of Economics, vol. 7, no. 1, pp. 437–463. 

Joskow, P. 2008, Lessons learned from electricity market liberalization, The Energy Journal, 

vol. 29, no. 2, pp. 9–42. 

Fang, X., Misra, S., Xue, G. & Yang, D. 2012, Smart grid — The new and improved power 

grid: A survey, IEEE Communications Surveys & Tutorials, vol. 14, no. 4, pp. 944–980. 

Week 12:  

ENERGY LITIGATION, NGT & CLIMATE JURISPRUDENCE 

Energy disputes & regulatory appeals, Role of National Green Tribunal (India), Public 

Interest Litigations, Climate-induced displacement and litigation in South Asia, Corporate 

liability & fossil fuel divestment 



Required Readings: 

Ghosh, S. (2019) ‘Energy regulation in India: disputes, reforms and institutional design’, 

Energy Policy, 132: 455–466. 

Sreenivas, T. (2021) ‘Regulatory adjudication and administrative law in Indian electricity 

sector’, Indian Journal of Administrative Law, 12(2): 77–104. 

Internal Displacement Monitoring Centre (IDMC) & Norwegian Refugee Council (2015) The 

risk of disaster-induced displacement in South Asia (regional report). 

Climate Action Network South Asia (CANSA) (2021) Climate-induced displacement & 

migration in South Asia (policy brief) 

Suggested Readings: 

Fossil Fuel Non-Proliferation Treaty Initiative  

McDonnell, C. (2024) ‘Beyond divest vs engage: strategies for influencing fossil fuel phase-

out’, Climate Policy, 24(6): 712–729.  

Quaker Earthcare (2023) Climate and Money: A Guide to Fossil Fuel Divestment & 

Reinvestment  

Evaluation and Weightage of different components of Evaluation 

Evaluation is based on experiential model with case problems 

Evaluation is conducted as per the following 

Mid-semester examination – 40% 

Class participation via discussions and term paper – 20% 

End-semester examination – 40% 

 


