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7. Course Objectives:  

The objective of the course is to discuss on conceptual understanding of International 

Maritime Law along with the historical development of maritime law, convergence and 

divergence of maritime law and law of the sea; role of International and National Maritime 

Association in the development of maritime law. The course also will attempt to examine some 

of the domestic legislation and cases within South Asia that have had impact on the development 

of maritime law in this region. Attempt will also be made to understand the institutional structure 

that exists within South Asia with regard to the regulation of maritime regime. The course aims 

to understand the historical development of the subject leading to the adoption of various 

conventions under the auspices of the CMI, IMCO, IMO, UNCTAD, UNCITRAL and other 

international organizations; to study the jurisprudence that has been developed involving British 

Admiralty Court, Indian courts and those of the South Asian region courts. At the end, the 

students will be able to understand the legal issues involved in the subject which involves an 

interface with municipal law, international law and also rules of private international law.  The 

students will also be able to differentiate between the law of the sea and International Maritime 

Law. 

 

Week 1 & 2  

Unit 1: Concept, Sources, and International Organizations Relating to Shipping Law 

Concept of Shipping Law and Degrees of Autonomy, Sources of Shipping Law-International 

Maritime Conventions, International Shipping Documents, International Maritime Organizations 

 

Week 3  

Unit 2: Nationality, Registration, and Ownership of Ships  

Nationality, Documentation, Flag, Registration, Freedom of States to Fix Conditions for 

Registration, The Genuine Link, Open Registers, International Registers 



 

Week 4 & 5  

Unit: 3 Role of International Organizations in The Development Of Maritime Law 

United Nations Conference on Trade and Development (UNCTAD), United Nations Commission 

on International Trade Law (UNCITRAL), Convention and Operating Agreement on the 

International Maritime Satellite Organization (INMARSAT) and the International Maritime 

Committee (Comite Maritime International) and their contribution to the development of the 

subject.  

 

Week 6 & 7  

Unit 4: International Conventions relating to Maritime Law  

International Convention for the Unification of Certain Rules of Law Relating to Bills of Lading, 

1924 and its Protocols of 1968 and 1979 (Hague-Visby Rules); Collision Convention 1910; 

Salvage Convention 1910 repealed by 1989; The International Convention For The Prevention 

Of Pollution From Ships 1973 (MARPOL); International Convention for the Safety of Life at 

Sea (SOLAS) 1974; Convention On The International Maritime Satellite Organization (Inmarsat) 

1976; The International Convention On Standards Of Training, Certification, And Watch keeping 

For Seafarers 1978 (STCW); The United Nations Convention on the Carriage of Goods by Sea, 

1978 ("Hamburg Rules"); United Nations Convention on the Liability of Operators of Transport 

Terminals in International Trade (Vienna, 1991); United Nations Convention on Contracts for the 

International Carriage of Goods Wholly or Partly by Sea (New York, 2008) (the "Rotterdam 

Rules"); United Nations Convention on the International Effects of Judicial Sales of Ships (New 

York, 2022) (the “Beijing Convention on the Judicial Sale of Ships”) 

 

Week 8  

Unit 5: Law of Maritime Security  

Piracy, Hijacking and Armed Robbery against Ships, Maritime Terrorism and Illicit Trafficking 

in Arms, Illicit Trafficking of Drugs 

 

Week 9  

Unit 6: Law of Salvage  

General Principles of Salvage Law, Salvage Distinguished from Towage, Common Law or 

Contractual Salvage, The Four Essential Characteristics of Salvage  

 



Week 10  

Unit 7: Bills of Lading  

The Functions Performed by the Bills of Lading, the Bill of Lading and the Information 

Technology, the Common Law 1855 Legislation, The Common Law 1992 Legislation.  

 

Week 11  

Unit 8: Protection of the Marine Environment  

Pollution from Ships: Introduction and Historical Development, The International Convention 

for the Prevention of Pollution from Ships (MARPOL): Historical Development (With Special 

Attention to Annex I), The MARPOL: General Structure and Underlying Principles, The 

MARPOL Annexes, MARPOL Special Areas and Particularity Sensitive Areas, Enforcement of 

MARPOL, the evaluation of MARPOL 

 

Week 12  

Unit 9: Law of Marin Insurance  

Definition of Marine Insurance, Historical Background, Types of Marine Insurance, Sources of 

Marine Insurance Law, Organization of Marine Insurance Markets, Characteristics of Contract of 

Marine Insurance, Subrogation of the Insurer. 
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