
1. Department: NA 

2. Faculty: LEGAL STUDIES 

3. Course Code:  

4. Course Title: International Taxation Law and Policy 

5. Number of Credits: 4 (MSE/TPW/ESE) 

6. Course Objectives 

 Understand core concepts and principles of international taxation. 

 Analyze bilateral and multilateral tax treaties and their interpretation. 

 Examine tax avoidance, base erosion, and profit shifting (BEPS). 

 Explore international tax cooperation and institutional frameworks (UN, OECD, EU). 

 Evaluate the tax challenges of the digital economy and emerging global tax reforms. 

 Study the legal issues around international tax dispute resolution and cross-border 

enforcement. 

Course Structure / Weekly Modules 

Module 1: Introduction to International Taxation 

An overview of International Taxation and Principles of International Tax Law 

Model Tax Conventions on Double Tax Avoidance 

Role of OECD, UN, IMF, and WTO 

Impact of Domestic Tax Systems 

Required Readings: 

Roy Rohatgi, Basic International Taxation, Vol. I (Ch. 1–2) 

OECD Model Tax Convention (Introductory Commentary) 

Suggested Reading: 

Michael Lang, Introduction to the Law of Double Taxation Conventions (Ch. 1) 

 

 



Module 2: Jurisdiction to Tax 

Source vs. residence-based taxation 

Permanent establishment (PE) 

Dual residence issues 

Required Readings: 

OECD Model Tax Convention – Articles 4 (Residence), 5 (PE), 7 (Business Profits) 

UN Model Tax Convention – Articles 5–7 

Suggested Readings: 

Roy Rohatgi, Basic International Taxation, Vol. I (Ch. 3–4) 

UN Manual on the Negotiation of Double Tax Treaties (Ch. II) 

 

Module 3: Tax Treaties and Double Taxation Avoidance Agreements (DTAAs) 

Treaty negotiation and structure 

Relief methods: exemption and credit 

Treaty interpretation and override 

Required Readings: 

Vienna Convention on the Law of Treaties (VCLT) – Articles 31–33 

OECD/UN Model Tax Treaties 

Suggested Readings: 

OECD Commentary on Articles 23A/23B 

Klaus Vogel, Double Taxation Conventions  

  

 

 



Module 4: Transfer Pricing 

Arm’s Length Principle 

OECD Guidelines on Transfer Pricing 

Documentation and compliance 

Required Readings: 

OECD TP Guidelines (latest version) 

Article 9, OECD and UN Model Tax Conventions 

Suggested Readings: 

OECD, Transfer Pricing Guidelines for Multinational Enterprises and Tax Administrations 

Michael Lang, Transfer Pricing in International Tax Law 

Module 5: Base Erosion and Profit Shifting (BEPS) 

BEPS Action Plan overview 

Treaty abuse and artificial avoidance of Permanent Establishment 

Required Readings: 

BEPS Actions 1–15, particularly Actions 6, 7, 13 

Multilateral Instrument (MLI) 

Suggested Readings: 

OECD BEPS Project Final Reports 

Brian Arnold, International Tax Primer (3rd ed.), Ch. 5 

MLI Toolkit (OECD/UNDP) 

Module 6: Taxation of the Digital Economy 

Value creation and digital presence 

Pillar One and Pillar Two reforms 

Equalization levy and digital services tax 



Required Readings: 

OECD Reports on Pillars 1 & 2 

India’s Equalization Levy (Finance Act, 2016 and 2020) 

Suggested Readings: 

OECD, Addressing the Tax Challenges of the Digital Economy 

G20/OECD Blueprints on Pillar One and Two (2020) 

Indian Law Journal articles on DST 

Module 7: Tax Avoidance, Evasion and Treaty Shopping 

Overview of General Anti-Avoidance Rule (GAAR) and Specific Anti-Avoidance Rules 

(SAAR) 

Treaty abuse and Principal Purpose Test (PPT) 

Required Readings: 

BEPS Action 6 

Indian GAAR provisions – Chapter X-A, Income Tax Act, 1961 

Suggested Readings: 

OECD Commentary on Treaty Abuse 

Rohatgi, Vol. II – Anti-avoidance 

Indian rulings: Vodafone (2012) 

Module 8: Dispute Resolution and Mutual Agreement Procedure (MAP) 

Competent Authority procedures 

Arbitration clauses 

Role of OECD and UN 

Required Readings: 

Article 25 of the OECD/UN Model 

MLI Part V – Dispute Resolution 



Suggested Readings: 

OECD, Improving Dispute Resolution Mechanisms (BEPS Action 14) 

UN Manual on MAP Procedures (2023) 

Module 9: International Tax Cooperation and Developing Countries 

Role of Global South in tax treaty negotiations 

UN vs. OECD model treaty differences 

Secondary adjustments, deemed international transaction,  

Concept of Safe Harbour 

Suggested Readings: 

United Nations Committee of Experts Reports 

South Centre, Tax Cooperation and Developing Countries 

TJN (Tax Justice Network), The State of Tax Justice Report 

Module 10: Case Studies and Emerging Challenges 

Case study: Google, Amazon, and global minimum tax 

Taxation of crypto-assets and fintech 

Climate taxation and carbon border adjustment 

Required Readings: 

Model Conventions keeping in view UN Convention Article 16 to Article 21, 23 to Article 26, 

27 to Article 31 

Suggested Readings: 

IMF, Taxing the Digital Economy (2021) 

IBFD Articles and Updates on Crypto & Fintech Taxation 

UN ESCAP, Tax and SDGs in Asia-Pacific 

Evaluation is based on experiential model with case problems 

Evaluation is conducted as per the following 



Mid-semester examination – 40% 

Class participation via discussions and case presentation – 20% 

End-semester examination – 40% 

 


