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4. Course Title: Transnational Migration Law and Policy 

5. Number of Credits: 4 (MSE/TPW/ESE) 

Course Description: 

This course explores the intersection of international law, human rights, and political theory in 

the context of global migration and transnationalism. It investigates legal regimes governing 

the status, movement, and rights of migrants, refugees, asylum seekers, and stateless persons, 

while critically engaging with transnational migration trends, identity politics, and diaspora 

involvement. Using a Global South and comparative legal lens, the course reflects on border 

governance, displacement due to climate change or conflict, and emerging international 

obligations toward mobile populations. Emphasis is placed on developing legal reasoning and 

policy analysis skills relevant to contemporary migration governance. 

Course Objectives: 

 Interpreting key international legal instruments governing migration and refugee 

protection. 



 Analyzing transnational migration trends through legal, socio-political, and human 

rights frameworks. 

 Examining regional and international migration governance regimes and institutions. 

 Critiquing the legal status and protection gaps concerning irregular migrants, stateless 

persons, and climate-induced displaced populations. 

 Appling jurisprudential tools and legal reasoning to contemporary challenges involving 

migration and transnational identity. 

 

Module I – Foundations and Frameworks 

Week 1 – The Global Landscape of Migration and Mobility 

Introduction to international migration: Who are the migrants? Demographic and social profile, 

Current public debates about immigration in modern societies, Policies and management of 

international migration flows, The restrictive and hostile paradigm: internal control and border 

control and externalization, Programs of Labor circulation, New immigration and new 

paradigms  

The assimilation paradigm: Social integration (The rupture of the assimilation canon), 

Migrant’s transnational Communities and practices, Children of immigrants and segmented 

assimilation theory, Migration and Global chains of Care, Migration and socio-political 

participation of immigrants  

Migration, Ethnicity and identity, Nativism 

Required Readings: 

UDHR Articles13,14 

International Covenant on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights (ICESCR), 1966, Articles 6, 

7, 9, 11, and 12 

International Convention on the Protection of the Rights of All Migrant Workers and Members 

of Their Families (ICMW), 1990, Part III (Articles 8–35), Part IV (Articles 36–56), 9,10,15 

ILO Convention No. 97 (Migration for Employment), 1949, Article 6 

ILO Convention No. 143 (Migrant Workers - Supplementary Provisions), 1975, Part I, Part II 



Suggested Readings: 

Marco Bitschnau, Gianni D’Amato, Continuum, process, and dyad: three readings of the 

migration–mobility nexus, Migration Studies, Volume 11, Issue 4, December 2023, Pages 631–

649, https://doi.org/10.1093/migration/mnad023 

De Haas, H. A theory of migration: the aspirations-capabilities framework. CMS 9, 8 (2021). 

https://doi.org/10.1186/s40878-020-00210-4 

Week 2 – Theories of Migration and Transnationalism 

Structural and agency-based theories, Legal pluralism and transnational legal theory, Diasporic 

citizenship and multiple belonging, Emigration: Why Do States Allow People to Leave? How 

Migration Affects Trade and Investment? How do Sending States Engage Their Diaspora? 

 

 

Required Readings: 

Bommes, M. (2012). Transnationalism or assimilation? In C. Boswell & G. D’Amato (Eds.), 

Immigration and social systems: Collected essays of Michael Bommes. IMISCOE/Amsterdam 

University Press.  

Castles, S., De Haas, H., & Miller, M. J. (2014). The age of migration. International population 

movements in the modern world (5th ed.). Palgrave Macmillan.  

Suggested Readings: 

Brubacker, R. (2001). The return of assimilation? Changing perspectives on immigration and 

its sequels in France, Germany, and the United States. Ethnic and Racial Studies, 24(4), 531–

548. https://doi.org/10.1080/01419870120049770  

Charsley, K., Bolognani, M., Ersanilli, E., & Spencer, S. (2020). Marriage migration and 

integra- tion. Palgrave Macmillan. https://www.palgrave.com/gp/book/9783030402518  

Crul, M., & Schneider, J. (2010). Comparative integration context theory: Participation and 

belonging in new diverse European cities. Ethnic and Racial Studies, 33(7), 1249–1268.  

https://doi.org/10.1093/migration/mnad023


Dahinden, J. (2016). A plea for the ‘de-migranticization’ of research on migration and 

integration. Ethnic and Racial Studies, 39(13), 2207–2225. 

https://doi.org/10.1080/01419870.2015. 1124129  

Week 3 – Sources and Norms of International Migration Law 

Treaties, customary law, and soft law, Gaps in international migration law, Comparative 

domestic legal frameworks 

Required Readings: 

International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights (ICCPR), 1966, Articles 12,13 

International Covenant on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights (ICESCR), 1966, Articles 6, 

7, 9, 11, 12, and 13 

Article 38(1)(c) of the ICJ Statute 

Suggested Readings: 

1951 Refugee Convention & 1967 Protocol 

International Convention on the Protection of the Rights of All Migrant Workers (1990) 

Global Compact on Migration (UNGA A/RES/73/195) 

Module II – Legal Regimes and Rights Protection 

Week 4 – The Human Cost of Borders: Forced Migration in Anthropological Lens 

Assisting Refugees, How Refugees are Viewed, Theorizing Refugees, Gendering Refugees, 

Understanding the concept of refugees and forced migration under1951 Refugee Convention, 

1967 Protocol, Non-refoulement and persecution, RSD (Refugee Status Determination) and 

burden-sharing 

Migration, Marriage and the Family 

Required Readings 

Universal Declaration of Human Rights (UDHR), 1948, Articles, 13,14 

International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights (ICCPR), 1966, Articles, 7, 13 

Convention against Torture (CAT), 1984, Article, 3 



International Convention on the Protection of the Rights of All Migrant Workers and Members 

of Their Families (ICMW), 1990, Art. 9–22, Art. 68 

1951 Refugee Convention & 1967 Protocol, Articles 33,31 

Global and Regional Soft Law, Global Compact for Safe, Orderly and Regular Migration 

(GCM), 2018, Objective 10, Objective 13 

Global Compact on Refugees (GCR), 2018 

Suggested Readings 

Didier Fassin, “Humanitarian Reason: A Moral History of the Present” (2011) 

Analyzes how humanitarianism intersects with state power and migration. 

Vincent Chetail, "International Migration Law" (Oxford University Press, 2019), Chapter 2 

Week 5 – International Legal Instruments and Migrants’ Rights 

Foundations of Migrants’ Rights in International Human Rights, Applicability of binding and 

non-binding instruments in protecting migrants’ rights, Intersection of migration law with 

human rights, labour law, and refugee law. 

Required Readings: 

UDHR: Arts. 13–15, 23, 25 

ICCPR: Arts. 12–13, 17, 26 

ICESCR: Arts. 2(2), 6–12 

International Convention on the Protection of the Rights of All Migrant Workers and Members 

of Their Families (ICMW, 1990) Articles 1, 7, 8, 16–27, 41 

Suggested Readings: 

Costello, Cathryn, Michelle Foster, and Jane McAdam (eds), The Oxford Handbook of 

International Refugee Law, Oxford Handbooks (2021; online edn, Oxford Academic, 9 June 

2021), https://doi.org/10.1093/law/9780198848639.001.0001, accessed 8 July 2025. 

Week 6 – Statelessness and Transnationalism 

Introduction to Statelessness and Transnationalism, Legal Identity and the State-Centric 

Framework, Statelessness and the Right to Have Rights, Transnational Citizenship and the 

https://doi.org/10.1093/law/9780198848639.001.0001


Crisis of National Belonging, Stateless Persons in a Transnational Economy, Intergenerational 

Statelessness and Children Born in Transit, Statelessness, Forced Migration, and Transnational 

Refugee Regimes, Gender, Statelessness, and Transnational Family Dynamics, Digital Identity, 

Surveillance, and Biopolitics of Statelessness. 

Required Readings:  

Convention Relating to the Status of Stateless Persons (1954): Articles 1,3,27 

Convention on the Reduction of Statelessness (1961): Articles 1,4,5,6,8 

Suggested Readings:  

Arendt, H. (2017). We refugees. In International refugee law (pp. 3-12). Routledge. 

https://www.documenta14.de/de/south/35_we_refugees  

 Štiks, I. (2010). A Laboratory of Citizenship: Shifting Conceptions of Citizenship in 

Yugoslavia and its Successor States (CITSEE Working Paper Series. The Europeanisation of 

Citizenship in the Successor States of the Former Yugoslavia. 

https://www.law.ed.ac.uk/sites/default/files/2020-09/179_alaboratoryofcitizens 

hipshiftingconceptionsofcitizenshipinyugoslaviaanditssucces%20-%20ACC.pd f  

Michael, T., & Rosenhaft, E. (2017). Black German. Liverpool University Press. 

http://www.jstor.org/stable/j.ctt1ps32m, p. 57-71.  

Marshall, T. H., & Bottomore, T. (1992). Citizenship and Social Class. Pluto Press. 

https://doi.org/10.2307/j.ctt18mvns1, 46-75. 

Week 7 – Climate Change, Displacement, and Emerging Legal Categories 

Climate-induced migration: Climate change, internal and external mobilities, Normative 

debates on “Environmental Migration”, International legal vacuum and policy developments 

Required Readings: 

Matthew Scott, Climate Change, Disasters and the Refugee Convention (Cambridge University 

Press, 2020) 184 pp. ISBN 9781108747127, Ch 2-7 

Borges, I.M. (2018). Environmental Change, Forced Displacement and International Law: 

from legal protection gaps to protection solutions (1st ed.). Routledge. 

https://doi.org/10.4324/9780203712023, Ch 2,3,5 

https://doi.org/10.4324/9780203712023


Module III – Institutions and Governance 

Week 8 – Institutions in the International Refugee Regime 

UNHCR: Mandate, functions, and legal authority, Role of IOM and UNRWA, Interaction 

between UN institutions and state sovereignty, Refugee status determination (RSD) and 

durable solutions (voluntary repatriation, resettlement, local integration), The Global Compact 

on Refugees (GCR) – Objectives, mechanisms (e.g., Global Refugee Forum), The Global 

Compact for Safe, Orderly and Regular Migration (GCM) – rights of migrants and institutional 

cooperation, Challenges: funding gaps, politicization, enforcement limitations, lack of 

responsibility-sharing, Emerging trends: civil society advocacy, strategic litigation, localization 

of protection 

Required Readings:  

UNHCR Statute, Arts. 1, 2, 6, 7, 8, 9 

Suggested Readings: 

Goodwin-Gill & McAdam (4th ed.) Ch. 2,1,5and 6 

Week 9 – Citizenship, Borders, and Exclusionary Legalities 

Sovereignty vs. mobility, Border securitization and citizenship regimes, Exclusion through law: 

case studies (e.g. Windrush in UK) 

Required Readings: 

UNHCR, Handbook on Statelessness Determination Procedures (Intro + Chapter 2) 

Article 15, Universal Declaration of Human Rights (UDHR) – Right to nationality 

Essential Readings: 

UN Special Rapporteur on the Human Rights of Migrants (Paras 5-10, 25-35, 46-53) 

Week 10 – Migration Governance and Human Rights in South Asia 

Displacement and cross-border movement in SAARC, Informal migration channels, Concept 

of Stateless groups 

Module IV – Identity, Diaspora, and Legal Pluralism 

Week 11 – Diaspora, Transnational Political Engagement, and Development 



Legal and political rights of diasporas, Diaspora engagement laws, Transnational litigation and 

homeland politics 

Suggested readings 

Butler, Butler., (2001). “Defining Diaspora, Refining a Discourse”. Diaspora: A Journal of 

Transnational Studies, 10.2: 189-219.  

Cave, Damien. (2010, May 17). “A Generation Gap over Immigration”. New York Times 

Available online http://www.nytimes.com/2010/05/18/us/18divide.html, Everyday 

Multiculturalism: Transversal Crossings and Working-Class Cosmopolitanisms. In: Everyday 

Multiculturalism. Amanda Wise & Selvaraj Velayutham eds. pp 21-45.  

Basingstoke: Palgrave Macmillan Kevin Kenny, Diaspora: A very short introduction (New 

York: Oxford University Press, 2013).  

Koser, K. (2007). International migration: A very short introduction (Oxford: Oxford 

University Press. Levitt, Peggy and Nina Glick Schiller. (2004).  

Conceptualizing Simultaneity: A Transnational Social Field Perspective on Society. 

International Migration Review 38.  

Schiller, Nina Glick, Linda Basch, Cristina Szanton Blanc. 1995. From immigrant to 

transmigrant: Theorizing transnational migration. Anthropological Quarterly 68(1): 48-63. 

Trilling, D. (2017): “Should we build a wall around North Wales?” London Review of Books 

39.14 15-18 

Week 12 – Gender, Labour, and Migrant Vulnerabilities 

Gendered migration flows and care work, Exploitation in labour migration, Legal protection 

for domestic workers, trafficked persons 

Required Readings: 

CEDAW (Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination Against Women, 

1979), General Recommendation No. 26 (2008) 

ILO Convention No. 189 – Decent Work for Domestic Workers (2011), Articles 1,5,6,15 

Palermo Protocol, Art. 3, 6, 9 

Suggested Readings:  

http://www.nytimes.com/2010/05/18/us/18divide.html


Hennebry, J. (2017) ‘For Their Own Good? Addressing Exploitation of Women Migrant 

Workers’, in McAuliffe, M. and M. Klein Solomon (Conveners) (2017) Ideas to Inform 

International Cooperation on Safe, Orderly and Regular Migration, IOM: Geneva, 

https://publications.iom.int/system/files/pdf/for_their_own_good.pdf. 

Salehin, M.M. (2024). Gender, Violence, and Vulnerabilities in Forced Migration: A Multi-

dimensional Approach. In: Gendered Vulnerabilities and Violence in Forced Migration. 

Palgrave Macmillan, Cham. https://doi.org/10.1007/978-3-031-62435-3_2 

Week 13 – Technology, Surveillance, and Digital Borders 

Biometric documentation, AI and migration, Digital borders, predictive risk profiling, Data 

protection and the migrant’s right to privacy 

Required Readings: 

ICCPR, Articles 12 and 17 

UN Global Compact on Migration – Objectives 4, 13, 17 

Suggested Readings: 

Vincent Chetail, International Migration Law (OUP, 2019), Chapter on Technology and 

Governance 

Week 14 – Final Presentations and Reflections 

Student research project presentations 

Evaluation and Weightage of different components of Evaluation 

Evaluation is based on experiential model with case problems 

Evaluation is conducted as per the following 

Mid-semester examination – 40% 

Class participation via discussions and term paper submission– 20% 

End-semester examination – 40% 

https://publications.iom.int/system/files/pdf/for_their_own_good.pdf

